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Prefatory Note.

£ "Something attempted, something done.” The convening
Fommittee and the secretary of the Conference are to be
gongratulated on their success. Individual societies bave had-
heir own conferences for several years and the idea of aunit-
d conference of missionaries from all the societies working
1 this_country had for several years been entertained by many;
provious attempts to make it an accomplished fact had failed.
© Bometimes it was the difficulty of reaching the place
suggested; at other times death and disease combined to hreak
lown every project and prospect, and, yet_agajt, it was the
e .of year suggested that was inconvenient,
“. The uncertainty of circumstance made men afraid to en-
tiain the hope of being able at a certain future date to be
610" leave their posts and to make a journey of hundreds
‘miles, ,
‘But the success of conferences in ‘America, England, India
id Eastern Africa emphasised the desirability of having one on
Congo.
'he extension of the efforts of every.missionary society af
ere, and the founding of new stations in al] directions,
-men- more keenly aware than ever of the need of con-
i.in conference with brethren of the old-established stations
¢ advantages of discussion of topies of vital import-
She presence of men of large and varled experience,
eover, among so many men differently trained and of
hilities it was to be expected that the spirit of cri-
ind place and it was desirable that this should
and friendly. With the common aim of
vation to this people, and with common difficult-
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ies before us, we should unite in cordial sympathy
and brotherly exhortation to higher effort, and at the same
time endeavour to evolve and enunciate A more clearly the true
aims and guiding principles that comprise the arf and science
of our work.

In 1900 the legal representatives of several secieties,
with the Rev. W. Wilkes, C. B. M. as their secretary, sent
out letters inviting representatives from every station to meet
in conference at the beginning of the year 1802.

~ Responses were heaity and favourable, but during the
year that intervened many saw their hopes of being present
Trostrated by changing circomstances; they, however, pray-
ed that the blessing should not be withheld.

The subjects for discussion had been suggested, but
those who were planned by the secretary to open the questions
were mostly unable to be present.’

~ For this reason there were no papers read before the
Conference, but open discussion of each subjeet. There gather-
ed at Leopoldville on Jan. 18th. thirty-fow’ missionary

representatives, Hvery Protestant Missionary Society was repre-

sented in person or by letter except one. The agent of this
society chose .to profess contempt for any advantage aceruing
from the exchange of human opivions and experiencos.

The unanimous Character of the interest shewn in the
Conference was manifest in the fact that almost every station
had <ent its representative.

The success of this first united Conference is evident
seeing that it was decided unanimously to call afuture Con-

forence’ on the same lines, and a committee was appointed
: N

for that purpose.
 The value of the discussions which were carried on
with such conciseness and point, and yet which covered so
wide a range of practical questions, is beyond estimate.
The assistant secretary is himself painfully aware that
there must be many imperfections in his report, but it should
be borne in mind that this was the first Conference, that

‘no_papers .were .read, and that no qualified reporter. was
" present. ’ : .
" 7This report is issued in the hope that wherein he has
failed to justly report the sentiments of any speaker, those
who were present will help those who were absent to appre-
hend what was the true mind and spirit of the Conference.
- . W. Millman,
Assistant Secretary.

— o —

The Gathering.

' During the week preceding the united Conference the
.. A,B.M.TU. held their own business conference. The Mission
¢ . steamers “Henry Reed” and “Sumuel N. Lapsley” were already
4 . atthebeach when the steamers “Goodwill” and “Pioneer” came

- in sight on the afternoon of Friday, Jan. 17 th.
‘ The representatives from the -Lower Congo districts were
éxpected by rail, but as there was mno train until Saturday
4 <pight we had time to look around us, One or . two of our new
i acquaintances were just out from Europe. Fortunately for us

all and especially for Mr, Wilkes, transport secretary, general
- “gegretary, commisariat secretary— of what, else he was secre-
- qary I forget— there was a lady among these first avrivals. Mrs,
Jetfrey found work ‘to herhands and took it up at once. Other
¢ ladies axrived later, viz, Miss Thomas (A. P. C. M.), Mrs. Sjoblom
(A, B, M. U.), Mrs, Williams (B. M. 5.), Mrs. Harber (C. B. M.),
and Mps. Ave (C. & M. A), who all joined heartily in
" fuifilling the congenial (sic) duties of the Commisariat Depart-
- ment and left nothing to be desired (Tis said that by Wed-
‘sesday the missionaries had left _nothing to be desired). So

it came to pass that whatsoever we did at the Conference,
whether talking or eating, we did itwith zeal,
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The station is & lovely plantation of tropival fruit trees
and one could almost see in fancy that indefatigable figuro
of Dr, Sims as he used to stride up and down those paths
note-book in hand, directing the laying out of the grounds:

his unique personality on every hand. Itmadeavery pleasant
place for our home-going invalid, Mr. Harber, to spend
a {:{W days in after the weary time in the hot steamer
cabin,

On Saturday the four steamers displayed decorations and the

rival {lative crews dubbed the different steamers with epithets
complimentary and otherwise. '

On the other side of the river could be seen the chief
station of the Dutch African Trading Company whose veteran
manager sent greetings and good wishes to the Conference,

~ On this sidealittle nearer the Livingstone Catavacts are
the Government Buildings, outside one of the principal of which
-wasanotice calling attention to the English Service to be
-Held on the following Bunday afternoon. )

- About 4. p. m.onSaturday we were informed that the train
~ was_about an hour’s distance away and en masse we made
~our way to the station to meet our friends. Aftera whilothe
‘train. rounded the corner:whistling and rattling along accompa-
nied: by 8 crowd of screaming natives rightupto the Station.
ni' friends were in the first of the two carrisges, and
ey had shaken off the coatof smoke smufs, and grit,

‘ jstic. of Congo Railway travelling, there was a
rush: to. greet 0ld friends and new.

that we had expected. Richards, Phillips,

eppard and others were anxiously enquir-
‘realised - that some of the greater
“dor future gatherings.

iversity of dress! What does the
There are divers figures in

with quiet authoritative word imprinting indelible marks of -

"'khaki, some with helmets and some with caps, some with crae
-vats and some without; some looked like clerks and soms like
“gcouts, some like tourists andwome like tramps,
~ But at dinner 'what =a change was there! Whence came
-these black coats, pince-nez and monocles, light waistcoats,
~'daintily got-up shirt fronts and pretty neck ties? Ii was evi-
“dently a men’s day and the ladies did their best to make
it enjoyable for them. Samba at the door ejaculated forceful
directions to the seiving boys. Conversation soon grew brisk
-and varied, a learned doctor was telling how to cure sleep-
- lessness; a curio-collector was describing flint arrow heads; an-
 other was convinced of the justice of the war; one criticised
. abrother’s translatioh of a gospel; here the talk was of condonsers
" "on steamers, there about meridinal latitude; and from: amidst
the babel of sounds one occasionally caught mention of wood-
cutters, native evangelists, toning solutions, anopheles and
- cigarette smoking, betokening that men spoke mostly of those
_* things with which they were most familiar. In one corner the
" discussion wazed warm about the impropriety of missionaries
-~ smoking tobacco. It was evident that some among us werenot
.. opposed to this form-of indulgence. One was heard to say
* that he never smoked on his station not caring for the respon-
4 sibility of encournging the habit among the natives. Someona
E hoped that. for the same reason he would refrain from smok-
" .ing on any other station.
Foe ' During the men] thefe was passed to each of us a copy of
Y the “List of Arrangements” made by the convenirig commitiee
~ and just as someone was proposing the riddle “Have you
. heard the taleof the bed?” the general secretary called for our
attoution. He informed us of the purpose of the couvention,
" said how glad the conveners were to see so many present,
said nothing about the difficulties of his office and asked
us to electa chairman and vice-chairman for our meetings.
The Rev. G. Grenfell was immediatoly elected as Chair-
man and Dr. Sims was asked to be vice-chairman, but he

hite ‘drill, grey tweed or green (acdording to age) and in
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preferred to pass, that honour on  to the Rev, W. H. Bentley.

The Rev. W., Wilkes was elected Greneral Secretar y of the -

confelenoe I‘eelmg his growing responsibilities on accepting
the officc Mr. Wilkes asked for an assistant, The Rev. W.
Millman was then elected as Assistant Secretary. The meeting
then proceeded to elect 2 Business Committee and chose for
thisthe officers just elected, the convening committee, and the
Rev. H. D.Campbell, C. & M. A.

" Then the Chairman led us in devotions, giving thanks

 and honour to Him who had so graciously brought us toge-
ther and seeking His guidance for the meetings. We retired

confident that (od would lead us in our dehbelamons and
would give us His presence. .

The Business Committee remained behind to consider

the Programme of subjects for discussion at the meetings.

~aslons

9.

Societies represented at the Conference.

Date. Initials. ]g‘uh Name,

© 7 1885, A, B M. U Amencan Baptlst Mlssmnary "Union.

' '1890. A, P. C. M. American Presbyterian Congo Mission.
1878.- B. M. 8. Boptist Missionary Society {English).
1804. B.&F.B.S. DBritish and Foreign Bible Society,
1889. C. B. M Congo Balolo Mission, being the Congo

department of the Regions Beyond
~ Missionary Union. London. -

1889. C & M. A, Christian and Missionary Alliance,

. New York,

1895. F. C. M. S. Foreign Christien Missionary Society,
(Disciples of Christ), Ohio. .
Swedish Missionary Society, Stockholm.
Westcott's Independent Mission. (Bre-
thren}. . ,

1885. 8. M. 8.
1897, Westcott’s.

-N. B. The A. B. M. U. in 1885 took over the work

Iege, London,

. The . M 8. work on Congo was begun in ihe same
year by some Swedish Missionaries working in the L, I M,
~up to the time when that society was handed over to the
A B M U
“The F. . M. §. entered inio the work of the A. B,
M. U. at Bolengi when that Saciety withdrew from some of its
more distant stations in 1896,

. In each case the date given is that in which the society
. indicated commenced work on the Congo, except with regard
to the B. & F. B. 8. London, founded 1804.

of the Lwlngstone Inland Mission which had been founded -
in connection with Dr. Guinness’s Mlsslonaly Tlalnmg Col-'

-
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Table 2.
" Mission centres of Congo Missionary
Societies.
Society. No. & ' Names of Stations.
A:B. M. U. 8 Mukimvikh, Matadi, Mpalahala, Mbanza
Manteka, Lukunga, Kifwa, Bwemba*,
Tkoko*,
A, P. C. M, 2. Luebo¥ Ibanj*
B. M. 8. 10. "Matadi, Wathen, S8an Salvador, Klbokolo,
Kinchassa*, Boloho*, Lukolela*, Monse-
© mbe*, Upoto*, Yakusu*,
C.B M 6. Leopoldville¥, Lolanga®, Bongmda* Tkai*,
Bongandanga*, Baringa*.
C.& M. A 5 Boma, Vungn, 'VIaduda, Kiama, Dlema
F. C, M. 8. 1. Bolengi*
8. M 8. 7. Matadi, Mukimbungu, Kibnuzi, Diadia,
o ‘Nganda, Kinkenge, Kin_goyi.
Westeott. 1. Tkongo®.

N. B. Up-river si*,ét.ions marked thus*—

ol DR S R e

£
:
1

1.
Table 3.
Representatives.
Societies. No, Representatives.
A.B. M. U. 9. Revs. A. Billington, W. A, Hall,"T. Hill,

- W. A, Leslie M. D,, Th. Moody, A. Sims,

M.D,E W, Sjoblom (andMrs, S]oblom),.
and E. T. Woelles.-

Miss Thomas, Revs. D. W, Snyder and
L .C. Vass, ,
Revs, J. Bell, W. H. Bentley, G. Grenfell,
W. R. Kirby, W, Millmian, C, T', Wllhams‘
{(and Mrs Williams.)

Rev. Broome P. Smith,

Revs. W, Black, Danielson, G. ., Harber
{and Mrs Harber), G. 8. Joffrey (and Mrs
Jefirey), B. Lower, A. Nye, W. Wallbaum

 and W. Wilkes,

A P.CM 3
B. M. 8. 7.
B &F BS. 1
C.B.M. 10
C &M A 4.
F.C MBS o0
5. M 8 © 1

Revs. H. D. Campbell, Cha. Ave (aud Mrs
Ave), and R. Williams,

Dr Dye, (detained at the last and unable
to be present.)

Rev. W. Sjoholm.

—gratiep— |
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Table 4. General Statistics.
Ttems, B.M.S. |l ABM.U.| AP.CM. : C&MA.|F.CMS.|[ 8. M. M. || Total
_ i : .
Missionaries. 53, 33. 10. 40, 21. 6. 45, 3. 190, -
Native Evange- ,

U lister | 96, 73. 26. 6. 8. 0. 75. 275.
Native teachers. 110. 79. 10. 20. 8. 100, 397,
Maih stations. ||  10. 8. 2. 6. 5. 1. 1. 1. 40.
Out-stations. 44, 69. 3. 1. 7. " B8. 192.
Communieants.-|| 500. 3099, 1100, 45. - 17717, - 8521.
Catechutmens 100. 200. 130, 90. 80. 10. 360. 1470.
Sunday-school A
Attentlance. {1400 2294. 1000. 520. - 300. 40, 87. 5641,
Day-school At- : : : ’

tendance. 3000. 3605. 280. 1300. 348. 58. 2571. - 10,162,
Temperance. - ' ' '
Soc, members, || 1500. 1800, -
Y. P: 8. CE 60. 60,

S

- '13

NOTE.— Wiyes of missionaries are included.
Native preachers are counted ‘as native evangelists.
Native resident pastors are counted with uative
teachers,
«Out-stations” does not include preaching stations
unless these have schools’ and teachers attached,

. «Catechuinens” meanis énquirers receiving special in-
struction. -
*An’ emipty space indicates that “phrticulars* Have not
heen toceived by the asaiétant ‘secretary up to the
time of printing: -
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List of Arrangements for the
Conference.

Noe

52N
wEp
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55
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Satyrday, Jan, 18th.
Dinner, :
Election of Officers and of Business Committee,

Prayers to be led hy the Rev. G. Grenfell,
(B.M.8,)

Meeting of Business Committee to draw up

Programme,
Sunda.y, Jan, 19th.

Prayer meeting led by the Rev." B. J. Lower,.

(G B M,

Breakfgst. ’ .
Bible reading conducted by Rev. T. Moody,
(A, B. M. U.)

Native services, in Kongo conducted by the

Rev. W. Bjoholm, (8. M. 8.) and Dr. Leslie,-

(A. B, M. U)

In Bobangi by the Rev. A. Billington, (A. B.
M. U) ‘
Luncheon,

Tea,

English service. Addresses by Revs, H.D. Camp-
bell, (C.&EM.A) & W. M:llman, (B. M.8))

- Dinner.

Communion serviee, presided over by Rev. A, Bil-
lington. (A, B, M. U.)

Monday, Jan, 20th.

Prayer meeting led by Rev. B. P. Smith, B &
F. B. 8)
Breakfast.

15

g, & m, Bible readmgconducted byRev J. Bell,(B. M. 8)
10. a. m. Confeérence.
11. 30.a.m. Luncheon.
2. p. m Tea,
.2, 30, p.m, Conference,
6, p. m, Dinner.
7. p. m. Medieal lectureby Rev. A, Slme,M D. (A BM.U)
9 pm Prayers.
Tuesday, Jan. 21st.
7. 8. m, Prayer meeting led by Rev. W, Kirby, (B. M. 8.)
8. a m, Breakfast,
9. a m, Bible” resding couducted by Rev. D. W.
Snyder, (A. P. C. M,)
10. a. m. Conference.
11.80. a.m. Luncheon.
2. p.om Tea.
2, 30.p.m, Conference,
"6, p. m, Dinner.
. pm Conference.

9- p; m,  Prayers,
Further arrangements were left to the Buamess Commiitee
and were as follows:—

Wednesday, Jan, 22nd.
6, 4, m, Departure of the Lower Congo Missionaries

by train.
B. a. m. _ Breakfast.
9. a m, Prayers.
9.30. a.m. Conference.
1.80.a. m, Luncheon and Conclusion of the Conference,

TR
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- “Reyort of The Business Committee. -

This Committee recommends:—

1. That the time for luncheon eachday be 12, instead of 11.30

as given on the list of arrangements, -

IL That the afternoon session should commence with tea at

2. p. m. instend of after tea at 2. 30.

TI1. That if by Monday night it should appear that the subjects

vnder discussion could noi be adequately consideved in
_ the time allotted, the Conference should be asked to con-
' tihué the mectings for a day or two longer. :

IV.That advantage should be taken of the interval shown on the

“listof arrangements forSundayhetween teaat 2.30.p. m.
and the service at 4.p. m, Dr. Leslie was asked, and
kindly consented, to improve thiehour from 3 to 4 by giv-
ing an address on the “Foundation and Organization of
the Church at Mbanzs Manteka,” o

NOTE. On Monday night the recommendation of the Business

Committee, as stated above in I1T, was brought before the
Conference. Tt transpired that the return tickets of those
who had come by rail would not permit ther tostay after

- Tuesday night: Consequently the discussion on TRANS-
PORT, which only affected up-river workers,was deferred
until Wednesday aud no time waslost in bringing the rest
of thesubjects tinder consideration. '

By this means it was found on Tuesday afternoon that
there was timefor a trip across Stanley Pool on the Mission
steamers.On French soil we were_kindly received by Mr.
Greshoff, head of the Dutch Trading Company, and
shown round his beautifully laid out station, atoncea

park, azoo,adepdt, A mansion, and a bachelor’s home.
To one of the many who practised photography of that
afternoon we owe the picture at the beginning of
this report. o

—u%%g?&'w—-
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Programme.
. Sunday, Jan. 19th.

3. p. m. The Foundation and Organization of the Native

10.a.m,

2-.- p. m.

7. pom.

10.a. m.

Church at Mbanza Mantelka, An address by Dr. Leslie,
Monday, Jan, 20th,-

Rev. W. H.. Bentley,

Rev. J. Bell.

Dr. W. H. Leslie,

Ttineration.

Religions edueational work,
Wative evangelists,

Polygamy and Church member-
ship. Rev, G, Cameron,
Uniformity in translation. Rev. W, H. Bentley.
State taxation of mission
institutions.

Questions re matters of State.
Malarial fever. Parasites and

Rev.D. W. C. Snyder,

Prophylaxis. Dr. A. Sims.
Tuesday, Jan. 21st. _
Station work, Rev. H. Campbell.
Industrial training. Rev. W. Sjsholm,
Transport work at the -
railway terminus. Rev. W.. Wilkes,
Questions re industrial matters, .
Single ladies as African missio- . -
_ naries, Rev. L. C. Vass.

P m.

. Bieamer trip
. Day-sctool Work. Questions.

Temperance Societies in the

Congo State, Rev. W. H. Bentley.

Future Conference.

Permanent Commitiee.

The Report.

Votesof thanks,

Message to Brethren at the Stations.

Prayer and Praise. Bev. E, T. Welles,
— GRS —— : 2

Rev. W. Wilkes,

The Steamer Captains.
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7 Sunday, Jan. 19th.
Meeting held in the Dining Hall, A.-B. M. U.at 3. p.m.
. ADDRESS on the ”Native Church at Mbanza Manleka”

»y. Dr. Leslie. )
R Il\'i[y e:lear Mr. Chairman and Tellow-workers, the work

ab Mbanza Manteka was begun by the Rev. Henry Richards

in 1879. For seven years he laboured in faith in the promise

that “He that goeth forth and weepeth bearing precious seed

ghall doubtless come again with rejoicing bringing his shea_ves
ith him”, ,

" Believing that the Lord had called some from every

people to be partakers in the glory of the Brideof the Lamb

he came to make known the Glad News to one of the most

benighted peoples in all this lost world.

Stanley said the Mbanza Manteka people were atribe

of demons. Mr. Richards work was to.tell the (ilad News
and this he did for seven weary years regarding not the cost

iled. . .
entalleAb last came the joy of the first faint streaks of dawn

which was followed in aghort fime by pentecostsl blessing

om dumb idols
d hundreds of men and women turned fl()n.l .
t: serve the Living and True God and to wait for His Son

from Heaven. . ] ) ‘ ‘
This itinerant evangelising work requires a stronger

fmith and a greater patience than that in which nativesare

congregited on the station, hub ex?el_'ience has shown that
it produces sturdy gelf-reliant Christians. -

During that great awpkening the country was Sm;ied
for along distance avound the station and people who ha
never heard the Gospel were drawn there by an Inexplica-

ble power.

Ungodly Furopeans passing through the district werc
shaken ‘Ey t{is wonderful visitation, Great heaps of fei;ashes .

brought and publicly burnt. : ‘
e Latef Mr, Richards was compeiled to return to England

19

" where he was obliged to stay two years and during hig ab-

gence the testing of his converts came. Sleep-sickness began to
spread through the land and aseason of retrogression set in.
Many resumed the old heathen practices which had been given
up at the time of their warm first love. . :
On the return of Mr, Richards the church was dis-
banded and a call was made for those who really desired to
follow Jesus Chiist to come together to organize a new
church. Somewhere about 300 of the more spiritually minded
responded and the work was reovganized. The new members
demanded that church laws should be made forbidding those
heathen customs that had been the means of leading o many

astray from the life of faith.

That was about ten years ago and since thenthere has
been a constant flow of the life-giving streams reclaiming the
desert places until the Kingdom of Jesus Christ has been
established over a wide areacomprising forty or fifty villages.

* The chuich memhbership has veached nearly 1700 although
. the greatest caro has been taken to admit only suchas mani-

fest a real change of life and knowledge of the Gospel, Deacons,

. who ave jealous for the purity and faithfulness of the chureh,
"~ have been ordained in every village to care for each little
- flock. Co

Every member of the chufch s supposed to preach

_ICHrist and to seekto bring others to Him. :

We feol that the success of the work isdue to placing
svangelisation befors education and to the stand that has been

‘made for separation from those things specially connected

ith the old heathen life.
" The leading of God has been manifested in so many
ays and at so many critical times that tohave gone other-.
,_would have been in opposition to revealed purpose.
- DISCUSSION. : v
“Rev. A. Billington: Might I ask what wers the heathen
oms “referred to ? Dr. Leshie: - The principal customs
ek ceused our people to fall were:- (1) Tmmoral dances;

N R
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") Palm-wine drinking; (3) Firing of guns about the houses

of the dead; (4) Polygamy; (B) Fetishism.
 Rev. W. H. Bentley: What was the objection to the firing
of guns?Ans: Guns were fired around the houses and the

- graves of the Cead in the belief that the noise would drive

away the spirits.

" Rev. J. Bell: How did you deal with the polygamists?” |

Ang:_in the early days of the church at Mbanza Manteka
polygamists were not shut out from membership, but now
the teaching of Christ has been so long among them that
they are not admitted. Wives of a heathen man married before
the Gospel was brought to them have sought and obtained
admission. But cases of that kind. were rare and have now
ceased altegether.

" Dr. Siis: How was the palm-wine drinking dealt with?
Ans: Total abstinence was made arule of church membership.
Dr, Bnyder: If after becoming a member a person is kuown
t.indulgein a cup of palm-wine asa beverage what discip-
linary measures do you adopt? Ans: The church considers
such cases and expelsor forgives. There is no probation as
discipline, ' :

“Dr.Snyder: May I ask if:the Doctor considers. it advisable

to make total abstinence a condition of church membership?

Ans: Most certainly.
" Dr. Soyder: Could the chairman inform us if this is
the opinion of allithe other migsionaries present? '
" Rev. W, Millman. I propose, Mr. Chairman, that the opin-
ion be taken. Rev. T. Moody: secondsd. o
Rev. W. H. Bentley opposed on the ground that such an
expression of opinien would have- a legislative appearance and
‘might, seem binding our policy. ’

‘The ppinion being -taken it was found that out of 35

present 23 considered thattotal abstinence oughttob: arn'e
of ehurch inembership:

soot.c Rev. G TL Harber: Do all the members that marry lind
their partners within the Chureh? | : oo

b . i
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- Ans:. The New Testament is our guide in thie as inell
other matters and our members are forbidden to be unequally
yoked together. ‘ I
" Rev. W. Millman: In newly opened districts our first
converts are invariably men, generally youngmen, a state
of things which would make the application.of such a rile
impossible, at least for a time. a P
Rev. J. W. Black: Have you any separate churches other

... than branches of the one church at Mbanza Manteka?

Ans: Thereis only one church as yet. We have one
ordained native pastor as Assistant buf no separate pastorates,
Rev. A. Billington: Whatisthe length of the petiod of

© probation for baptism?

Ans: Six months is ovr shortesttime and applicantsmay
have to wait much longer, even two years, if the missionaries
think it needful. ' B "
The Chairman: We have listened to a very instrue-
tive address and the answers elicited in the ordeal of queé-

tioning that Dr. Leslie has 'so cheerfully submitted to-

for our good are worthy of longer consideration, but I'nust
vemind you that our time is nearly gone. The 'next ftem
on the programme is the English Service in the Buplist
Temple to be conducted by Rev. H. D. Campbell and the
Rev. W. Millman, '

* Sunday Afternoon.
English Service in the Baptist Temple at 4, p. m.

As we entered the white-washed building, on the blue
doors of which could be read the inscription “Temple Baptist”
the representatives of the Government and of the variotls
Commerciul houses were already taking their places. o

The building, a monument to the skill and labous’ of

Dr. Bims, had been lastefully decorated with Congo flags -
- and palm fronds. - 0 R
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Men of a.dozen different languages joined to sing
hymns from Sankey’s collection, :
T The speakers were Revs. W. Millman, and 'H. D.
Campbell. The former took for his text “In Him was life and

the life was the light of men”. John. 1. 4. The latter

Merk. 10. 21, “One thing thou lackest.” .
-This unique and hélpful service closed ata quarter past five,

'The Sabbath evening.
At 7. 15. p. m. the missionaries gathered againin the
Temple to join in_ the celebration of the sacrament of The

Lord’s - Bupper. Rev. A. Billington presided. There are
different denéminations but one Communion; and except two

who were sick, all the representatives were present to par- -

take together in faith of the Body and Blood of our Lord.

It was right and fitting that the fraternal character

_ of our labours should thus be demonstrated. at the very
commencement of our meetings. :

Monddy, Jan. 20th.

Rev. W. Holman Bentley’s Paper on Ttineration,
which was to have its place here, has™ not_been
received up to the time of the report going to Press.

Rev. B.J. Lower:i— I think that the first work of amis-
Sionary is that at and around his gtation; it ean be looked

- after better-than that resulting froma wide-ranging itineration
where it is impossible to carry on 2 system of ﬁ-equgnt

visitation.

" Pr. Snyder: Mr. Chairman, speaking for myself I should

say that with me work on the spot, espgcia.i_ly among a

PR Tk ]
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" people that respond to missionary effort, has the preference..

Our own station is in a thickly populated. district and we
find quite as much as we can douear at hand.

Dr. Leslie: We find, Mr. Chairman, that converts at
a great distance are more likely to prove failures. If from
lack of workers or from any other cause these people are
left unshepherded theve is but one thing to be expected
and that is the end will be worse than the beginning.So we
confine our efforts to our immediate districtand find ample
labour there. Our native evangelists however, work in their
own villages and those near, and Christiuns in these ofher

villages do the same, and so on in ever-widening circles.

A few of these resident teachers are helped by pay
and they are always supplied with all needful school mate-
rial. :

Rev. W. H. Bentley: We never pay aman teaching in

"his own town and most of the schools on our out-stations

are beginning to purchase their own school material.

Rev. E. V. Sjthlom: Mr. Chairman, I think that itine-
ration is a very important part of our werk out here. Our
going to the people and talking to them about Christ and
doing a little hit of medical work for them and staying with
them for & time creates friendship, It excites their curiosity

- and makes them begin to think about us and what we have

come for, and then ‘they ask us questions aod so the door
is opened for good conversation. An old chief Imet . when I
was itinerating once asked me if I believed "all T had heen
telling when I said “Yes” he said “Why did younot come
and tell us that before 9 But there is another thing about it.
It needs a very large staff on a station, for some will be
required to carry on the staiion and local work while others

,-are out itinerating.

Rev. T. Moody: I think, Mr. Chairman, 1 have had

*ghont as varied an experience as anybody need to have. T
“stopped on the station when I was up-country at Trebo and

confinied my labowrs to the neighbowrhood round about, where
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thiere’ were plenty of people, and I preached and preached
Hll the people went away over to French Congo.

Aftorwards when I went down country to Lukunga I

pfeached and preached again justto the people in the villages
round the station but with no more success than before. So
T went out away from the station and preached the Gospel to

thé people beyond, itinerating through the whole district - '

and then, we had enormous success. In my opinion, Mr.
Chairman, it depends very much on local cireumstances which
of the two methods should receive most attention.

Rev. W. Sjoholm: — Mr:. Chairman,I am sorry to say,
that we in the S, M. 8. have not bewn able to do so very
much of that kind of itineration work. Qur stations being not
very far apart, only one or two days’ journey, has made the
work in the native towns comparatively easy. Wehave start-
ed schools in larger towns or district of towns, being ‘some
distance from the stations, From these schools very often
pative teachers go out to form other centres of work: _

The missionary in charge of the station to which these
schools belong visits them as regularly as he can to settle all
questions that may arise and to encourage the work.

All the native teachers posted at these schools come

- together at the mission station as 2 rule once a month for
" gpecial instruction.

Religious Bducational Work.

Rev. John Bell:i—Mr. Chairman and Brethren, With re-
gard to this matter I believe we are on the right lines at
Wathen though we have not yet attained unto our ideal,
therefore I may be forgiven if I presume lo bring before
you a few facts about our method there. The work we have
just been talking about while yet a very imporfant half of
mission work is but a half.

Our work is two-fold, preaching and ieaching according
to ‘our Master, and when commeing work in a distvict a
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 staff of workers sufficlentto carry onboth branches is essen-
tial. By itineration we reach the people and then it is wise
to get children from the towns to come on'to the station
tobe under the influence of and receive religious instruction
© from the missionaries with the hope snd prayer that they
* may be converted and return as teachers to their own people.
' Granting you have the children I advocate strongly
a catechism on dogmatic lines in addition to the general - re-
. ligious instruction at daily service and school. Then when suy
of the children become enquirers a catechumen class should he
started for direct teaching of fundamental doctrines. The ig-
norance of so many enquirers regarding God, Christ, the
Holy Spirit and the means of salvation, is very deplorable.
_ When they are baptised there should be = regular Bi-
ble-class for them for the thorough study of a special book
- or of special doctrines. This should be done at out-posts as
“on the station and this will necessitate your teachers heing
trained ‘and instructed along these lines.

L On the station the aim should ever be »? Advanced Raligious
“Education”, We have not yet reached this but we are coming
_ to_it and. ourhope is to start a college or seminary for some
-of the most likely lads on the stations and out-schools to
. be educated as preachers, evangelists and teachers, the course
% be for onme or two years. But at present there are
grave difficulties in the way, such as food, housing, position
and standing. In the meantime, however, we have quarterly
meetings of a week’s duration with four or five lectures a
_day, when such subjects as theology, homiletics, church histo-
ry, &e are’ treated of. To these meetings we get some 80 or
100 bright young fellows. ‘

Rev. L. . Vass; Mr. Chairman, if we want our reli-
gious education to take root and be reproduced in the na-
bive schools and churches wemust supply them with litera-
ture such as catechisms and translations of the Bible. All
chool books should be religious too, I think. ,

Rev. W. Sjsholm; I cannot speak of auy special plane forthe
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-

future in our society as concerning the religious educational

work. But what we are doing is this we have in allour

schools the biblical instruction to our main object, besides this
we of course temsch the children in reading, writing, arithmetic,
geography, ete. We have also a training sehool for young men.
The coursehas been for three months a year for three years

but is now being increased to six months ayear. Even in this~

the knowledge of the Bible is the chief point. The first year
we have instructed them in the Gospels, the .second in the
Epistles and the third we have repited it all. ‘We also instruct
- them inmany other things and preaching by means of eriticism,
lessons and sermons, _

With the religious education in view we-have had the
New Tostament and Psalms of David translated into the
Congo language for some years already besides a few other
educational books, and I am very glad to make knowh,

that we have now finished the translation of the Old Testament

too, which will scon be printed.

Dr. Lesliec We also have an Evangelistic Training
School and we are now making a translation of two small
books “The Life of Christ” and “Apostolic History” in memo-
risable form, _

Two years ago a boarding school was opened on our
station for the better training of the most promising Christians
from the - out-post schools and from this middle school we
hope to keep our Evangelist school supplied with students
much better fitted to take up the work. -

"Rev. G. Grenfell: Religious educational work ss I take
it, brethren, implies the idea of the future forming of a Chris-
fian community and its main object is to give the Gospel
a firmer hold upon the native and make its power for good
more .permanent and to provide the people with leaders who
shall be- able to direct them in veligious work and the rising
.Christian. community with competent evangelistic teachers and

guides. To realise these aims an institation after the sort .

mentioned becomes a necessity.
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Rev. W. Millman; If we adopt a native agency in
the ‘propagation of the Clospel we are in duty bound to endea-
vour to raise that agemcy to as. high a state of efficiency
as possible for their duty of making Christ known to the

people. 1

Native Evangelists and their
Maintenance.

Dy. Leslie: Mr, Chairman, When we send out a na-
tive evangelist to carry the Gospel to heathen people we
- pay him. We cannot pay him as much as he could get if
he went to work for the Railway Company or fora Trading
Company, but we pay him enough to keep himself comfortably.
For my own part I do not see why there should be
-any hesitation in applying the Society’s funds to this branch
of the work, namely:— that of sending competent mes-
sengers to the unconverted, to do work that needs to be
. “done but is more than we can do by ourselves. I would not
"+ ask the heathen, for money fo pay Christian teachers: it
is their soul’s salvation we want not their money. In faci
‘guch a policy would only turn the natives against us and
check our work. Nevertheless we keep the aimof ultimate
 self-support before our people and even to-day some of our
_out-stations are sending out and supporting their own mes-
sengers of the Gospel.” But generally speaking our Mbanza
‘Manteka people are very poor and it would be impossible
. forthat church to undertake to support our evangelists. We are
- trying first to train them in the habitof giving regularsums at
“frequent intervals. If there is a good opening for -a native
. pvangelist and we have one ready to go, shall we wait
aitil our pative chureh is vieh enough and liberal enough
to pay him a living wage? Or shall we apply to this pur-
pose money given by white people to many of whom it is
joy to know their money is go used? .
" Rev. W: Millman: . Mr. Chairman, 1 take it that-at




28

first o new district is evangelised in some degree ‘hy the
missionary, that is, by the agent of a foreign society. Af.
terwards from among those taught there go out volinturily
from time to time such as fesl it their duty to tell others the Story
and who find it a joy and privilege to do so. In time the
church work of the .immediate neighbourhood. becomes too large
to allow the missionary to continue evangelising outside his
locality. Seeing the church has grown large enough fo
absorb all the time of the missionary it issurely large enough
to undertake that part  his work for which its members
have natural gifts. By this time it ought to be able to send
out some of them, - ) .

T think they should be taught,- as an article of Christ-
jan duty, to go and preach the Gospel or at least to see
that it is preached beyond their own borders and to bear
the burden of it. At any rate, free churchmen canndt train

them- to rely on an outside society for the supply of religious

teachers,
Rev. W. H. Bentley: We have at Wathen 2 good

number of evangelists who go outinte towns' that are not

Christian, for s few days, weeks, or even monthsata time and
preach the Gospel as they go. Fifty of our évangelists work
voluntprily, the community of native Christians at Wathen

supports ‘some fifteen others, but none at gll are supported. -

by the Socjety.

Rev. W. Wilkes: Ishould like to ask Mr. Bentley how
these Wathen evangelists manage to live while on thieir evan- -
‘gelistic journeys and how it is that ¢he Church members .

there have so much money which they can give toward the
maintenance of such work. : s

BRev. W. Bentley: They work and trade. Only last" year

we had given by our native church at ‘Wathen 200,000 brass
vods, ‘But this was £ 12 - short of our- expenses in the va-
rions undertakings of the -church, " 8o we called the Church
together and talked to_ thein, showed them it was their work
and duty,and then one atter another promised giftsof cloth, brass

1

~ cenival - mative chwch is absolutely unahle to pay?
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rods and other things urtil £10 was subscribed. We econsidered
the state of things and came tothe conclusion they had-done
their best and we decided to pay the rest out of our own
pockets and told the churchso. But the deacons said . “No”, |
and asked for time to thinkit over. They went outside and
ialked the matter over and then agreed among themselves to

‘_ make up the difficiency and oventually they paid it all.

~ Again, only just lately, when T was visiting our church

.at Tungwa the natives there wanted to purchase & house,

that was for sale, to hold their services in, and they. com-
plained about the old house they were using at the time.
The price asked for the house was 3000 braes rods. They
wanted to know if the money in the Church Offertory
could not be used for this. “Certainly not” I said, “thatis to
‘maintpin  your evangelist and it would stop his work” I
told them of what we had done at Wathen and asked them if

" they could not do somet ing of thatkind. I told them that . if

every one tried it would not be more than 60 rods each.

'So they took the matfer up, paid their rods, bought the

house, and had morney left. )
On my way back another community wanted their

" church’ repaired. I calculated the probable expense, Taid it be-

fore them, told them of the example of the other ‘churches

- and at once their promises amounted to dopble the sum

needed. The more weexpeect from thenativesin this respect the

© . more they do.

Rev. H. D. Campbell Mr. Chairman, I 1ise to ask
advice. We are yet in the first stages of the work and 1

"should like to know whether we ought to leave off paying -

teachers and evaugélists at once or to aim towards it in the.

. future, The natives did not call for missionaries before the Church-
_es ab home had sent some ou. If they have not called

for teachers and evangelists is_that a good resson why we

~ ghould not send any out? Again, shall we refuse to gend out

qualified native evangelists into heathen districts because the




e e Y T ATV Y ST i
i S i

i

30

Rev. Ch. Ave: The money of Cod's Ghurch at home
is not different from that of His Church here. Qur Native
Chuistians are notyet able to guarantee the continued regular
payment of the wages of teachers and evangelists. On special
oceasions we have appealed to them and they have responded
well. They have given to the Indian Famine Fund and they
have also given for the repairs of their Church and have
always exceeded our-expectations. Our out-station men work in
pairs and take alternate weeks at preachingand teaching so as
to give them in turns some time for themselves. .

Dr. Snyder: We have always’ taught our people to give
a tenth part of their income to Christ’s work. Qur Church
has kept this up and we not only pay for all the Church

repairs needed but we also keep sixteen native evangelists

who have never received any pay from foreign funds.

Rev. W. Sjsholm:If there is mot money in the native
church T say receive money from wherever you can get it.
We have over seventy evangelists and preachers and
we always keep the aim in view of the Churches " of
supporting them all by native gifts. We find that works
very well but they are not yet able to support them all
themselves. We never ask for help from the unconverted
heathen but we encourage our Christians to do all in their
power. We have in the 8. M. 8. three classes of native
helpers according to the number of years they have attended
the training school, and we pay them accordingly. There are
no perquisites, and we absolutely forbid our belpers to engage
in trading. In the districts in which they work they can

* live well on their pay, but they would get at least four times

as much if they worked for the State and more still if engaged
by Trading Companies. Besides these owr trained and paid
teachers we have a great number, I dare say over hundred,
of advanced boys that help in the schools withont any pay.

Dr. Leslie: I should like o say we iry to geb the natives

to give something however small, to help to pay expenses.
And the same in our medical work. We gell cheap tickets.
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entitling the purcha'ser t0 medical attendancefor a yearand by this
means we paid the prime, cost of the medicines used last
year. We caunot be said to encourage pauperisin. The time
will come— is coming, when foreign help will be unnecessary,
but that time cannot be said to be near. We eannot ask
. unconverted people to support our evangelists and teachers.
Rev. J. Bell: Mr Chairmun, T should like to ask Dr.
Leskie if he thinks that principle is held by every society at
“« home. ) :
‘ Dr. Leslie: They are nob “asked” for gifts.

Rev. W. A. Hall: At Mpalabala we have 340 Church
members and we have eight evangelists. Iamin sympathy with
the aim of “Native money for Native workers”, but wemust
help the natives while they are growing up to if. In other days

. the Blacks of Jamaica were helped by the money of the
Whites and the same can bedonein Africa. Inour Mpalabala
- Church some of the members are able to contiibute a little
' monthly and by this means 'the community supports three out
 the eight evangelists. The natives give what they can and we
" endeavour fo train themn fo be selfreliant and to spread the
.+ Gospel themselves.
: Rev. W. H. Bentley: When a native preacher has been
~ employed and maintained by-a foreign society, say temporarily or
- for new work, does nob a hireling spirit find its way into the
gervice, and will not the transition time be a time of arrested
* developement? We hold our native Church responsible for the
- maintenance of its omisearies even as the home Churches are
. responsible for ours, ‘and we should refuse to comply with the

and teach him and his people unless he would guarantee his
maintenance. .

- Rev. E. T. Welles: Mr Chairman, The teachers. in the
‘s¢hools on mission stations are generally paid with mission money,
T believe, but when these men teach the same things in native
schools, some of our brethren think they ought to be paid by
atives, I don’tsee ib myself. But when we talk about evangelists

"~ yequest of a chief for a teacher to We sentto live in histown .




32

I think we have a different question before us. In a degree
the native evangelist is an agent of the foreign gociety and as
guch should be paid by it. In Home-mission work  the people
preached to, though they may contribute towards the support
of the evangelist, are not held responsible for it, atleast not
at first, : ‘

‘Rev. . Grenfell: While all are in favour of the principle
that the miantenance of native evangelists should come from
the natives, there is yeta difference of opinion as to whether
this should be enforced at the outset or aimed at hy 2
system of partial and diminishing assistance.

Polygamy and Church Membershifx.

Rev. W. Wilkes: Mr. Chairman, Thave received a letter
from our brother the Rev. G. R. R. Cameron of. Wathen,
and as part of it refers to this subject I should like to
repd it at this point. ,

B. M. 8. Wathen, -
14th. Jan, 1902.

Becretary,
Congo Missionary Conference,
Leopoldville,
Dear Sir,

I am greatly interested in the coming Conference and
as T cannot attend it I take the liberty of sending by M.
Bell three copies of the “Aurora”, a journal published by
the United Free Church of Scotland missionaries at Livingsto-
nia, Lake Nyassa. I select these numbers because they contain
articles dealing with two subjects which are to be discussed
at the conference. The number for Augnst 1899 contains
an srticle by Dr. Laws on “Polygamous Converts”, and the
sulijectis continued in the number for April 1900. These articles
show that the Livingstonia missionaries, as is usual in South
Africa, tho, not universal, require. —1. Polygamist converts to
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put ax.va'y" all wives éxcept the first. 2.Refuse to baptise-anyf

second, thivd or other wife except the first while living
with- & polygamous husband.

This method of dealing with the question is, in my
judgment, well calculated to advance the best interests of

" the native church. Inthe Congo Free State with its regular

marriage law, it seems to-me that missionaries would do
well to baptise only sueb converts as are legally married,
or at leastare notliving in any relationship that is opposed
to legal mwarriage. An exception might be made in favour
of the first wife as at Livingstonia, butpersonallyT doubt
the wisdom of this exception.

The Secretary was asked to read the articles referred
to inthe letter. )

The “Awurors,” Aug. 1. 1899:—

. In the case of a monogamist man or woman O
both, applying for baptisin we recognise the single marriage
then in existence as valid and require no other before or
after baptism. ' T

9. We baptise no polygamous man till he put away
all his wives except one. .

3. The wife so retained must be the wife he first
married, or if that one lias been divorced, then the one
who was second wife but who now occupies the premier
position. The divorce of afivst wife must have taken place

+

however, at sach a date previous to the man’s desiring’

10 become a christian as to satisfy the community that she
had not been divoreced in order tosecure the second wife
as the monogamous partner. : T

4. No second, third, or later wife is ‘haptiseﬂ— by us .

while remaining in ber polygamous connection.

husband there is a division among us. Some think thaton
professing faith she should be baptised even though. her
' 3

- B. With regard to the first wife of a polygamoué-
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huihaid retains his other wives along with her seeing that
it is our rule to consider the first wife the lawful wife.
dthers hold as. strongly that it is safest for- t_he future
purity and welfare of the church that such ;wlfe shoul.d
not be baptised until, either the husband puts awey his
other wives, or if he. will not consent to _thls, the?.t she
separates her husband accordingto the practice of divorce
recognised in the trihe, and such separation made p}lbhely
known, as we require of the husband putting away his addi-
tiondl wives. , . :

The “Aurora” April 1, 1900:—

At the meeting of the Council it was unanimously

decided that the first (recognised) wife of a polygamistbe
not required to leave her husband before_ or after bgptlsm,
but that she may do so if she deems it right. During the
years while. the matter was in suspension, yarious cases
arose and were- fully stated at the meeting which led to
the decision come to. The position generally was _‘held to
be such as Paul tréats of in spesking of*a believing:wife
or husband joined t a heathen partner, and cases ave

known where wives have voluntarily separated from their

husbands, and also wherethey have elected to remain with
them. It may therofore now be said .that both the Scotch

and Dutch Reformed Sections of the Mission have a uniform’

practice in regard to polygamy.
The . “Aurora” October 1, 1901:—

The Ngoniland Distriet Executive Rgpm:t. 1. That
apolygamist be not eneouraged to putaway his wives unless
arrangements be made for the honourable maintenance of
thesn and their children. ]

9. That a woman, who is one of two or more wives,
should be advised to separate herself, with the consentof her
husband, and if, after using all legitimate means, her husband
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we willnotconsent to her leaving “him, we think "1t permilssible
 that,if there is no other hindrance, she should be baptized,

- Dr. Leslie: Mr, Chairman, I should like to say here
that our Native Church has itself renounced polygamy.

 Rev. W. H. Bentley: Mr. Chairman, might T ask if
any of the brethren presenthave printed rules for guidance

- of the native Churches with regard to this matter or of
" the nature of mavriage rules for Christians apart from the

civit law of the land. I should like to compare them with
those which we have in use at Wathen. This matter, as

. you know, has been under discussion a long time with us

and I think that on some points we shall have to agree to differ,

-~ It is possible that all missionaries on one station may. not
~ agreeentirely upon one policy in all its details and applications,
.~ and a certain wean course may be adoptec for the sake
.. of uniformity or of peace.

For -instance, it may be agreed, inthecaseof a man,

_that he shzll cease living with all butthe woman he first

lived with, without insisting on the enforced departure of

- the vest if the separation cannot be broughtabout ina friendly

manner. Or itmight even be agreed thatthe missionary who .

-, could not see the advisability of rigidly applying therule
- of enforced separation to all applicants for baptism without
.+ exception should be allowed to act on his own judgment
~.of the merits of eachcase, There are casesof natives becoming

thoroughly converted who happen tohave several wives. They

~ married these before the spirit of Christtouched their hearts

andgome of theém have children. Of course whenever opportinity
oceurs  weintroduce the Christianform of marriage andteach

_the sanctity of the marriage vow.

o Dr. Snyder:: Mr, Chairman, we have just listened to
the expression of a very strange position for a native chiurch

. -to be supposed to be in, namely that in different partsof:
its disirict there should be.different principles for admitting.

to-the membership of the same community. A man iuone.’

" distuict finding the missionary over strict against polygamy
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can just remove tothe districtadjacent where different rules
prevail, . o

Rev. W. H. Bentley: Ifthatman applied for admission
the long peried of probation which every applicant, without
exception, must go through would give the native Church
gnd the misgionaries ample time to discover the underhand
motive and he would be refused.

Rev. W. Sjsholm: Taking the Word of God as our
rule, the words of our Lord Jesus Christ direct us back
to the creation of one man and woman and He shows
monogamy as the frue:law of marriage and affirms that a
man should love his wife as He loves His Bride.the Chureh,
So any Church member practising polygamy is. dismissed

and any native asking. for admission into Church fellowship |

must- first -put away all his wives exceptone, If the women
80 put away -require maintenance at his hande he must
support them st the - homes of their relatives until they
are married to someone else. If a man has more than one
wife and only one has children we advise him to marry
that one, if more than one have children he must choose
one from among then. '

Rev. G. Harber: Mr. Chairman, ] think we mnke this
matter more difficult than it really ought to be. When
several women are living with one man they are not all
counted his wives. The natives 'distinguish between them
and generally there is only one apiong them that is
reckoned to be faithful to him as his wife. This is the
one I think, that we too should ceunt to be his wife, and
if: we adopt the plap of the 8, M. S.the man would very
probably choose that one. .

Rev. B. J. Lower: Mr Chairman, 1 beg to propose that
the conference be.asked to give an opinion as to whether
it.is . considered desirable’ to make a Church rule that

polygamists should: not be baptised while they countinue in

polygamous refationships,
Rev, J. W, Black, Seconded.

37
Rev. ‘G. Grenfell: This subject has been so long hefore
us all that much discussion would doubtless be a loss of
time. Will those who think that we should make it a Chureh
rule that no person living in polygamous relationship ‘should
be admitted to Church fellowship please show.
. 20 were in favour of such a rule outof 28 present,
One otherr beside the Chairman did not vote. Those sgainst
the creation of such a rule expressed themselves as having
the conviction that, with regaid to this question: each caze
_ should be considered on its own merits and that in
arriving at a decision the circumstances to be taken in to
account would be many and varying,

Rev. W. Millman: Mr. Chairman and brethren, 1 did

not vote because whatever might have been my opininn
. before it has to-day been unsettled. Good men and true,
my seviors in the mission ficld, have spoken for and
against an exclusive rule. Some have already tried it for
many- years; others have other rmules: the results claimed
by both ave very similar; both dan point to successful native
churches, It may be that the similar -results are obtained
under different rules because different circumstances required
such. Or it may be that it is not by rules at all bus. by
continual teaching and the persistent’ personal attitude of
the missionaries toward polygamy and by the spreadof the
“Gospel which, althongh it does not condemn polygamy in
just s0 many words, vet elothes monogamy with the semblance
of the love of Christ to His Church. The New Testament
requires that an elder should have only one wife and some
have inferred from this that probably . some of the othcr
members may have had more than one. That made such a
rule. necessary in the early Church. To my mind the act _
of marriage, savage or civilized, can be wo more undone
than the state of parentage can be, when once it is attained
to. A rule excluding a man from communion with the native
- Christian Church may not exclude him from the kingdom
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of heaven, but-it may tend to turn him from the way.
Still the native -churches that have adopted the rule have
to-day expressed no desire tocancel it. According to report
they seem none the worse for it. On the other hand they
bave escaped the ever-recurring difficulty of- an unsettled
gituetion and are more likely to be immediately influential
in ‘promoting personal purity and the realisation of the
Christian Home. It is doubtless easier to keep polygamy out
of the native Church than to put it out. .

" ‘Dr. -Sayder: Mr. Chairman, Our Society (A. P. C. M)
‘has already given its decision concerning this master. It
runs as follows:- “Resolved that the concensus of opinion
i this mission regarding polygamy is that we are heartily
~ngainst it and believe that the spirit of the teaching of the

New Testament is monogamic and this we always at all

“times feach.” -

" But we, a8 & mission, are greatly perplexed with certain
circumstances arising in connection with this question, We
redlise the lack of light existing in the minds of this benighted
‘people and look upon them as living in much the same
atmiosphere of knowledge as to right and wrong as did the
early Christian -Church, and when a maz with=a plurality
of wives presents himself for Church membership, showing
an evident change of heart and great sincerity, we candidly
admit that we are in doubt whether to admit him as a
polygamist orto insist onhischoosing one wife and dismissing
the others. We are a unit against permittinga Church member
to add to the number of his wives.

Rev. A. Billington: Mr, Chairman,I think we have not
gufficiently considered ome very important phase of this
subject, I mean that concerning the wives. Can we refuse

‘baptism to & woman who is one of several wives of a heathen man?
' Rev. G. Grenfell: I think, Brethren, that we may gafely -
vefer ourselvesback tothe second paragraph of the Ngoniland:

District Executive Report as given in the “Ayrora”’ for Oetober
1901, “That a woman who is one of two or move.
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should be advised to seek, with the consent of her huéband,
a separation amicably. If this prove impossible, we think it
permissible that she be baptised if there is no.otherhindrance.”

TUniformity of Translation.

Rev. G. Grenfell: T think, Brothren, the reason why
this subject has heen put on the list is because some are
of opinion that time and energy might hesaved by co-operative
translation and systematic avoidance of duplicate literary
labour. We shall be glad tohave the opinionof our brotirer;

the Rev. W. H. Bentley.

Rev. W. H. Bentley: ~Chaitm rethren,| a=
most of us-are aware the West Congo language I spoken
practically from Stanley . ; s to say,

over an area of about 60,000 =q. miles. In this district
several dialects are spoken, Dut anyone conversant with that
spoken at; San Salvador has little ifficulty in understanding
the speech of the whole district. Intranslating the New
Testament I had touse very few foreign words indeed. For
Church (a building) we chose the native word for a place
of prayer; for Church {a community) the word for followers;

- while for “holy” we.adopted the word for “pure”. The first

edition of our New Testament was published in 1893 by the
B. & F. B. 8. and was sold at a price that paid.

Other missions at work in this district have their own
ranslations. Consequently, pavts of the Seriptures and other
iterature are being published in more than one dialectof the same
langnage. There are termsthecquivalents which sre not found
iny_of the dialects, and with respect to these, at lenst, I
: ‘sge noreason whatever why uniformity of rendering
be- adopted. With regard to the introduction of

terms into the language I think there should
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be no difference of opinion if there wera any fixed standard
to ‘go by. '

Rev. W. Wilkes: I have a reference to this subject. in
Mr. Cameron’s letfer. “In the ’Aurora’ for Aungust 1900,
thereis an account of a meeting of a Bible Translation Committee
composed of several missions working in the same language.
Various dealing with the Bible translation are recorded, I
appears to me that the Conference might urge upon brethren
that when thers are several stations in any district (whether
these stations belong to oneor move missions) where one language
Is spoken, early efforts should be made to secure uniformity
in the written language. 3

In cases where translations have been made in several
dialects of one language as on the Lower Congo, and whers
it may not be possible to adopt one wriften language immediately,
I suggest that arrangements should be made to discuss, and

if possibleto agree to, the adoption of important biblical and

theological words in the language concerned which should be

used in every dialect. This would he a long step towards a

single written language, Such ®vords as Saviour, Holy Spirit,
Church, Baptise, &c might well be agreed upon. A full list
of such words in the Nyanja language forms part of the
article in the number for August 1900.” .

Extract referred:—-

Dear -Sir, T should like to express ‘my sincere sympathy
with the plan of printing a common Nyanja Bible or at least
New Testament, T must differ from Mr. Anderson with regard
to ' the importance of a litera) translation, because of the object
we have in view. Mr. Anderson says “The style should be
free rather than literal, Endeavourshonld be made to express
the true ides in Nyanja of each sentence of the original.”

This might be justifiable in our earlier translations in
earlier days of preaching, but what we want now isa translation
for students  and native clergy, Then as I have heard D,

4

Laws remark, we have no right to make a passage {on which,
it may be, some docirine depends) any' essier to understand
than it i8 in the original of the Word of God. Therefore,
I consider .a knowledge of the Hebrew or Greek original is
essential. The final product to be arrived atis a Translation
of the Secripture and not a paraphrase, : ‘

~ As to particular words I will merely* state what has
heen our renderings:-—kubatiza, ubatizo, evanjel or anjili,
Paradiso,. Gehena, - nambii for prophet, hekalu for temple,
sanduku for ark, malaika for angels, these last four being
the Swahili terms, and apostolo, epistols, Mfarisayo Nsadukayo,
We transliterate the Greek Petro, Yohana, Yakoho, 1 think,
however, we should establish a gencral principle as to proper
names. We end all proper nouns with & vowel Personally
for abstract nouns 1 agree with Dr. Laws and prefer . the
infinitive, ete. (Dr. G. B. Glessop, Universities” Mission, Likoma.)

In 1901 Bishop Hine wrote:-

There are one or two points I should, with all due
respect, like to suggest, e.g, in the spelling of proper names.
Because the native way is to stick on unnecessary final
vowels to words, it seems fo'me no reason why they. should
be encouraged to continue doing so by seeing the words
printed with final vowels, corresponding to nothing in the
original. Thus 1 should object to saying Yobo instead of -

‘ Yob and Amose instead of Amos, and =0 on.

On the other hand 1 should object to the omission of
the final ‘h’ when in the original the word ends in ‘Yah'
I feel it is important to retain the ‘h’ which reminds the

. student of the sacred meaning of the ebrew name, thus

Obadiah not Obadia, Isaish and not Yesaya, and so on. I
see no purpose in printing  Livitiko instead of Livitiku or

. that one gains anything by omitting the ‘%’ in Deuteronomy,
' '_I‘he. sacred names of the Scripture are pot meant for
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examples of how to spell phonetically, but to teach us the
_ spiritual mgmflcance of the title.

Again in the .name Kristu I object to the final w’
instead of final ‘’. Kristo it ought to be. You have Pilato
not Pilatu. One might ask on what grounds? It seems quite
arbitrary. Yesu Kristo is the form we use in-our mission.
Perhaps it would be more consistest fo say Yesus as bemg
the nearest possible transliteration of the Greek:

I also feel an objection to the word Yehova whichisso
far away from any likely resemblance to the original, In
all modern Old Testament eommentaues they use the form
Yahveh or Yahvah.

Rev. W. Millman: Mr. Chairman, I have often thought
that we might with advantage introduce more foreign terms

into our translations. The pative wordused as the name of

God in some districts meant something else until the missionary
appropriated it for the name of the Deity and now it has
two meanings. Perhaps someday the one will be lost. 1
suppose that the original writers of the Bible and all its
translators have had this difficulty, and'in many cases they
must have taken words they found in ordinary wse and
uplifting and expanding them applied and sanctified them to
holy - uses.

In some insiances we, perhaps, may do the same. But
many religious, ecclesiastical, ethical, sacrificial and devotional
ideas which. we teach are new; and it seems more fitting
that the terms by which we designate them should be new
to their language. At any rate we should have our words
mepning  one thing only, and so avoid ambiguity. I think
‘we might with advantage adopt such specialised terms as
“rinity, ecclesia, &c. '

Rev. W, Sjtholm: Qur printing establishment at Matadi
~ has been agreat success and the brethren representing some
of the other societies have been kind enough to say to me to-day
how much they value our productions. We have our books printed
with the dialectic differences necessary for the district in
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which we work .We. havebeen ablefo supply copies of nearly

all our books to the A. B. M. U. and to the C. & M. A.
Btill it would be a very good thing if all the missionaries
using the Ki-Kongo language could adopt a uniform written
language. I have also to say, Mr. Chairman, that] am authorised
by the 8. M. 8. Conference to advocate unification of
translation and to decline to attach much value to trifling
differences in orthography- or modes of expression not
fundamental, We have seen the ifficulties in thisforlong and
are ready at any time to meet brethren from other societies

_working among the same people fo try atleastto do somet.hmg

torwards the unification of the language.

Dr. Leslie: We are now translating various helps to
the study of the Bible, and we are doing it in the local
dialect of the Ki-Kongo language.” We have used many
of the 8. M. 8. publications as we find their rendering
nearer to our manner of speech at Mbanza Manteka.

Rev. J. Bell: I rise to make & proposition “That this
conference suggests to the different missionary societies
working in the Lower Congo, that a member of each society
be appointed and that the brethren so appointed meet
together in conference in July, this year, and atfempt fo
come to some uniformity in the Ki-Kongo language.”

Rev. T.Hill: T beg to sscond that proposition. I think
we ought to have this matfer settled as soon as possible,
and, if we can, let us come to umfoumty and co-operation
in our literary worl,

Rev, B, P. Smith: Ishould like to say, Mr. Chairman,
that nothing would give the B. & F. B. S, so much joy
as to know that this proposition was emried nnanimously
and that the brethren engaged in literavy work in the Kongo
language had adopted a uniform method of reodering their
translations.

1 have travelled on the West Coast from Bathurst right

~away as far as Yaw-yaw and I have seen Wesleyans and

English Church missionaries adopt the same translations, and
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there are books -mueh in use that were produced by the
joint labours of missionaries of very different denominations,

Rev. T. Hill: Perhaps = Mr. Bell would add to his
proposition that the Conference is of opinion thatthe societies
would do well to appoint this Committes at once.

Rev. d. Bell:- Certainly, Mr, Chairman, :

The motion was put and carried unanimously in iis
enlirety. - :
' Rev. T. Moody: T think, Mr. Chairman, that we at
this  conferen¢e might very well now seitle some rule for
the transliteration of Bible -names. In some translations the
names are absolutely not recognisable, and the method that
is uged in gne place is not always used, There seems to
be no general aceeptance of any rules by which the Bible
names are transformed. When 1 worked on the Upper River
I saw a very good list of Bible pames drawn up by our

Brother Whitchead, The transliteration was carried on in -

‘accordance with a few simple rules and, as far as it wenf,
it seemed to be & very good list, but I have heard nothing
of it since.

Rev. W. H. Bentley: We have bad a vely good list

drawn up by Philip Davies and providesall thas is required
for our purpose.

Taxation of Missions.

Rev. G. Grenfell: I will ask Dr. Snyder to start the
discussion,

Dr. Snyder: -Mr Chairman and Brethren, I do not know
that T am any more qualified than anyone elge to bring
this subject forward, but it does seem to me that something
should be ‘done to lessen the burden of taxation on us ‘and
our work. I understand- the Roman Catholic missions have
Bpeeial favours in this respect and, if that is so, I don’t see
why we should not have them too. Some men go to extremes

of transliterated Bible names a long while now. It was:

u

. that we send a. petition to the Governor.
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and say that missionaries should never make -applicati'on

to the State for any thing, but should take what we find,
Now, I donot think that way myself.I' think, Mr. Chairman,
that if we can save anything by sending a request to the
Government and can turn that much into our work we
shall be doing a very good thing,. We teach all the native
converts to be law-abiding peopleandto live peacenbly with
their neighbours. We spend a great part of our time in
imparting to the subjects of the Statean elementary edueation
and a fairtraining in indusirial occupations and improvements;
We bringmuch into the country and take nothing out. For
all this we aretaxed in a way that cripples our endeavours.
and is only equalled by the taxation on purely commercial
etablishments and enterprises that take as much more out
of the country than "they brought in as they poasibly can.
Therefore, I think, Sir, that if this matter could be made

| -plain  to the Governor, and perhaps through him to the

King, they would recognise that our burden could and ought
1o be made lighter,

Rev. G. Grenfell: I fancy that our brother cdnnot he
aware that the King does very substant.xally lessen the

- burden of the taxation of the B. M.S. in aid of our extensive

medical work,

Rev. J. Bell: Last year the taxes were doubled. The
trading houses are preparing a petition, if they have not
already done so, At the same time I ought fo say that I
am rather doubtful in my own mind whether there would
be any power in our claim. I am ignorant as to whether,

- for instance, the Indian Government or the Phillipine
‘Government do, or would be likely to relieve taxes under

similar circumstances.
Dr, Leslie: T should say they most certainly wounld.

: .~ The American ~Government has already sent out large

detachments of properly qualified teachersto the Phillipines.
~ Rev. H. D. Campbell: Mr. Chairman; I should advise
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Rev. W. Wilkes: The council of our- society is depending
on the decision of this conference for alead asto what steps
ean be taken in this matter. :

Rev. L. C. Vass: Mr, Chairman, I beg to make a
proposition: That the conference advises that the official
vepresentatives of ‘each society should appeal to the Sovereign
of (longo to exempt the Congo missions from taxation.

Dr. Snyder: Could we not draw up a petition and elect
one of our number, to present it to the King?

Rev: (. Greufell: The proper way to approach the
King in this matter would be through the Governor.

Rev. W. Bioholm: Mr Chairman, if a petition were sent
to the King it. would be a very good thing if every one present -
signed it first. But I rose to make an amendment to the
proposition — “Fhat the Representatives of ihe Societies should
in person present an appeal to the Governor of Congo -

requesting him to exempt the Missions on the Congo from

taxation or at least to reduce them.” :
" And he of course will bring it before theKing likeall
other matters. .
~. The amendment was put and carried unanimously.

(%Y

Report of Secretary of delegation to the
. | Governor. -

In accordance with the wish of the Conference that the
Official Representatives of the various Protestant Missionary
Societies working in the Congo State should wait upon the
Governor General and presentto him a petition asking that the
Missions be exempt from taxntion (Impositions directes et person-
ellés) we arranged to meet at Bomafor that purpose atthebeginning
of February. On arriving there we were kindly granted an
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.interview almost immediately by his Excellency the Governor
General who received us most graciously, and to whom Dr.
A. Bims, Chairman of this Delegation, witha few appropriate
remarks, presented our petition, whichthe Governor promised
‘to forward to the Secretary of the Congo State at Brussels, at
the same time expressing his sympathy with. the object of
the petition. o
We have many ressons to feel encouraged that although
we may not get all we petitioned for we shall, at:least, get part,
It was quite a remarksble coincidente that the Catholic
- Missionaries, and also the Tradersin Boma, had quite recently
presented petitions on the same subject.
. In the course .of the interview the Governor was asked
. if Missions are any longer able to get concessions of land
- -from the State, and we were informed that for the present
- the State have decided not to sell any more land, but that
. “they are guite willing to grantconcessionson a 10or 20years
.Jease-— but not for a longer period than 20 years. '
Tha Governor expressed himself as well aware of the
fact — which he thoroughly appreciated— that the Protestant
Missions in the State are doing very much for the social,
moral and spivitual benefit of the natives. He advocated more
Iridustrial Work on our Stations wherever practicable, and
ulogised the work done in the printing office of the 8. M. S,
. Matadi.
. .1 cannot close this brief report without expressing the
earty thanks of the Delegates to the Rev: H. D.and Mrs
mipbell, of the C. & M. A, Boma, for their great kindness
us and for the royal way in which they entertained us
uring our stay in the metropolis.
William Wilkes,
Secretary.

UESTIONS on Matters arising from our Relations with‘
tate: — ) :
" ‘How can we get concessions of land?
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 Answer: Celui qui désire acheter des terres est tenu .de
fournir un croguis de ces terres ainsique des renseignements
aussi complets que.possible sur leur situation geographique
ot lour superficie. It doit indiquer, en outre l'usage auquel
il est destine. La requéte, si elle est adressée nu secréfaive
d’ Etat est soumigse & l'examen de la commission des terres
ét transmise an (ouverneur Général qui s‘assure si les. terrains
demendés font partie du domaine de I"Etat et sort libres
de toute disposition.et s‘ils ne doivent pasétre réservés soit
ponr des besoins d’utilité publique, soit pour permettre
Pextension des cultures indigenes. .
En case &’ admission dela requéte,la vente seffectuera
dans les formes,aux conditions etsous les réserves déterminées
par lo décrets des 14 septembre 1886 et 9 aofit 1892.

(Arreté du Secrétaive d’Etat du 3 Février 1898.)

Dans les circonseriptions urbaines le prix sera déterminé
par le gouvernement dans chaque cas particulier. Sent consideres
comme circonseriptions urbaines, tous les chefs-lieux de district,
ainsi que tovt le littoral du Stanley Pool. '

(Arrété du Gouverneur Général du 9 Mars 1898) ™

La Iocah:té du Luebo est également considerée comme
circonscription urbaine.

(Arrété du Gouverneur Général’ du 14 Juin' 1898))

Dr. Snyder: Mr. Chairman, we have practically finished
our evangelising work at Luebo. This year will.see, I think,
every village within reach of our two stations thoroughly
evangelised, consequently we want to move on. We want
concessiens élsewhere. The State decline to sell us land, but
offer us, instead, a lease for ten years. How do we know
that if we enter a new district our work will succeed as in
“the old or thatwe shall haveit all evangelised in ten years?
(A voice,— *‘Iry my distriet”.) - :

I amtempted to ask, Mr. Chairman, “Have the State

any right, or rather, is pot their refusal to sell us lan
against right and contrary to treaty?” :

Rev. W. H. Bentley: Perhaps the refusal was made
pending the consideration by the Belgian Government of the
question of Belgium taking over Congo, or something of that
sort. B
Rev. W. Wilkes: It will beremembered that we could
not get a concession on the Juapa.

Rev. G. Grenfell; Brethren, in our dealings with the
Officials of this country we must remember that they are
not of our own nationality. Theyset agreat value on etiguetie

~ and it behoves us, as Christian gentlemen iu a foreign land, to make

our ways accommodating. We ought to bear with the susceptibility
of the Officials in this respeet and, it may be, our manmer
of approaching them will itself domuch forus, In the particular
instance brought forward I would advise the Brathren concerned
to accept -the offer of a lease for ten yems. It may be,
after a time, the State would see their way to selling them

the ground. To accept now would be to get in the thin. end

of the wedge. Half aloafis better than no bread atall Inthe
Siate ndministration certain districts are marked and the sale of

. land restricted there for reasons of state-crait. It would notbe

wise, of eourse, fo ask for land in" sueh districts.
Question 2. Should Missionaries accept an office under the
State? Answer: There are objections against Missionaries holding
office under the State except, perhaps, that of Registrars or
“Qfficier de I'Etat civil”.
Dr: Snyder, 1 doubt whether there canbeany advantage

" gither to the Missionary ov to the people by his holding

any office at all in the State, The details in government

work and documents are very worryingtoa person unaccustomed

to them. : : .

~ Rev. W. Sjsholm: With regard to the question of the

advisability. of Missionaries accepting appointments under the
. _ : .
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Government I think that so far as the postof “()Fficiel"de'
I'Etat Civil” is concerned thers can be no objection to our acting
in that capacity. Not only do we thus render a service to
the State, with whose wishes we ave at all timesdesrious to
comply so long as our own missonary work is not in any
way hindered by our so doing, but we become & real.he.lpbo
the nativesthemselves by bringing them to recognise the principles

of order andthe dutiesof citizenship, In the one matter alone

of marringe of patives according to the State laws the Mis-
sionary who is an “Officier de 'Etat Civil” has been the
meaps of preventing many difficult and troublesome pala-
vers in the native towns. Then again as Registrars of Births
and Deaths in connection with the European Missionaries,
and in being authorized to perfom the marriage ceremony, &
great deal of time and expense is often saved, because for-
merly it was necessary for a Missionary tojourney to & State
station, often a considerable - distance, to comply with the
Government regulations in such matters. ‘

Rev. T. Moody: I think the office a desirable one, Mr
Chairman, as by doing this for the State we do ourselves
2 good turn. by increasing our acquaintance with the people
. and, by that, our influence over them. We also avoid .f:he

hindrance that, apparently, necessarily accrue to the.establ!sh
ment of “a regular government centre in the immediate
neighbourhood of the station. o

‘Rev. H. D. Campbell: Once when we wereasked ifwe
should be preparcd to accept the office if it were offered to
us our Committee met and decided that in, their opinion

the functions of the office mukeit advantageous to the Missionary -

and that we should accapt. However, owing to adminisatrative
changes it wasnot offered to us. :

Dr. Leslie;c We recognise that such an office would have

jts advantages, but when once the work turns and grows as

" ours has done the Missionary finds himself with too

many calls on his attentiontoallow him to entertain thoughts

of exira work. We have thought of it, however, but much

51

occupation has hitherto prevented us from asking for the

" office, and some of our Church members who are married are

not married by the State. For that reason alone, even, the

office would be an advantage.

Rev.W. H. Bentley and the Rev.G. Grenfell hoth gave
some of their experiences in the office and were in favour
of acceptance of the office of Registrar, but of no other.
They gave itas their opinicn that the natives, and, by consequence,
the Missionaries, were profited by doing so.

The Chairman: Thers is a preponderance of opinion in
favour of accepting theoffice of Registrar or “Officier de
YEtat civil ¥ but not that of Magistrate because of the punitive

_ duties appertaining to it. ’

Question 3. What is the best way of petitioning o the State?

Answer: (a) By letter addressed to the Governor General
and forwsrded through the Commissaire of the District.

) (b)'By' request for an andience addressed and
forwarded as above by the Legal Representative of the svciety,

Question 4. Can natives ‘get concessions?

Dr. Snyder: Soen after the State had refused to sell us
a new piece of land we had a great influx of peopleinto
the district around Luebo. Our work amongst them was
crowned with success as is evident when I say we are
hoping scon to build a large Chuwrch that will hold, at
least, 2000 people. Now some State Officials, for reasons of
their own threaten to force these people to return to their
former district. But there will be blessing in that,ifit is tobe
80, since they cannot go back without taking with them the
New Teaching we have imparted to them. Still for the
establishment of a lamvge Church and a Christian community
we should prefer them to remain. If such people could get

. a concession of land and some security of tenure against

individual " caprice it would be a good thing, Thave heard that
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at Bolob» land has been conceded to natives and Ishould
like to know if that is so, )

Rev.- W. I Bentley: As Dr. Soyder is going by way
of Boma I should advise him to report there any grievance
concerning official action in his distriet, and he might take
the opportunity of asking the Glovernor about a concession
of land. '

Dr. Snyder: That I shall most certainly do. Once I
dil ask Governor Wahis for concessions for natives and he
professed to be taken unawares, never to have heard of
such a thing before, und required time {o consider the request
in its different bearings. I have never heard anything move
about it, ‘But if  there have been concessious granted to

natives at Bolobo how was it Governor Wahis was laken so _

-unawares? .

Rev. C. H. Harber: Az the people immediately surrounding
a Mission Station are generally exempted by the State from
the onus of maintainivg the forced warkets, providing thet
they supply the Mission market with the native provisions
and labour required, and as in the latter the demand is not
great nor is there any power to {orce the supplies, might
it not just be possible that an influx of people into the
neighbenrhoad of a Mission would be reasonably suspected
of being due to idleness, and might uwot the gain at one
place be an aggravating loss at another?

Dr. Bnyder: We advised and exhorted these people to

take their usual supplies of rubber as required of them, but

we saw 1o roason, as long as they did this, why they’

should not abide at Lmebo, and they have done so.

Rev. G. Grenfell: The case of the grauts to natives
at Bolobo is hardly on all fouwrs with whati our brethren
at Lucbo are seeking, The concessions were made to six
young men, refugees from war and slavery, in the early
days, who had been edncated and trained by the Mission.
Their homes were uncertnin and, ab any rate, hundreds of
miles away and the Governor, at my request, made over to
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them each a parcel of ground of fifty square metres. The
request, plan and measurements had to be formally sent
in and the allotment bad to be situated, at least, 150 metres

from the river.

I cannot say that every one at Rolobo considers it
an  unmitigated blessing. (Someone, “Here, here”). I think
there is one thing, however, that it would be worth while
to seck and that is authority to enforce clennliness in the
towns around Mission Stations.

Rev. E. V. Sjoblom: T remember that at Ikoko M.
Clark once asked Baron Dhanis about this matter and he
said that he saw no objection to refugees from slavery and

" nafive wars  seftling near a Mission Station if all parties

agreed. Bome did so, but after a while the Missionarjes
advised them to return to their former homes.

Rev. L. C Vasst It would be  a great advantage if
our work-peple whose homes are at a distance could be

“allowed to  settle in.our towns, so that we could eall in

Iabourers from the neighbourhcod instead of recruiting at
a distance. It would also save the expense of building snd
maintaining in repair houses for them on the Station.

Bev. C. T. Williams: I should like to advise Mr. Vass
from my own experience of Steamer work, that if he hopes
to found a native settlement, he will be wise to sve that it
is established far-—hecannot go too far in a day’s march.—
from the Bteamer and labour dopot. Liberty fo come and
go would also make contrel and discipline almost impossible.

Question 5. What is the State law regarding Child Marriage?

Answer: I homme avant 14 ans révolus, la famme
avant 17 ans révolus ne peuvent contracter muriage.

~ Llenfant qui n'a pas atteint Page de 16 ans accomplis

' ne peut coniracter mariage sans le consentizent de son pére
" ou, & defaut de pdre, sans consentment de sa mére.

A Yegard des enfants recueillis dans un établissement

d’une association Philanthropique et religieuse .agrée par le
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Etat, leconsentment du directenr del’2tablissement est toujours

nécessaire et suffisant jusqu’a jeur majorité spéciale.
Les mineurs sont les personnes de l'un de Vautre sexe
dgées de moins de seize ans,

Rev. G. Grenfell: T used to think that, all things

considered, this wasa very fairage limit, -but I must confess
that what experience I havehadin registration of marviages
has altered my opinion,

Rev. W. IL Bentley: T have had some correspondence
with the Governoron this matter and also on that of betrothing
very little girls to mensometimes old meu, by the payment
of goods, the gixl herself having no voice in the matter,
The Government will not force the girl to comply with such
agreement if she objects. Nothing definite, Ibelieve, has yet
been done by the State toward raising the age limit, but T
am strongly of the opinion that it would be much better if
it were raised even but one year, or perhaps twoin thecase
of the girl, so that instead of having to have completed the
girl 12 and the boy 14 years, it would be the girl to have
completed 14 and the boy 15 years,

Rev. W, 8jsholm: I should favour an advance of at least
two years on hoth sides—pirls tohave completed 14 and boys
16 years, There is one greai difficulty, however, at present,
and that is how to adjudge the age of apersonat all except
of those people whe have lived on the Station from childhood
and those who can refer to their birth as being
contemporaneous with some well known event—i. e. the
founding of a Mission Station or something of that sort.

Rev. G. Grenfell: It is quite possible that legislation
on this point toock place when opiniens were held that have
since proved erroncous,

A vote was asked for on Mr. 8jsholm’s opinion that the
age limit for marriages between natives ought to be raised,
girls to have completed 14 and boys to have completed 16 years.

The vote showed that the Conference unanimously
supported this. opinion,

.3!1_ e
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Rev. B. J. Lower: One somtimes meets cases of girls of
from 8 10 10 years of age who call themselves, and are

~called, wives of sume man with whom they are cohabiting;

could such be accepted into the Church?
The Chairman: Such are breaking the law, which fact
prevents their acceptance. oo

Prevention of Malarial Fevers.

Rev. G. Grenfell: (Chairman). It seems svarcely necessary
for me to introduce to you our friend and brother Dr. Sims,
whose name isa household word throughout the Congo State,
and to whom many of us owe much. It seems especially
superfluous because this was once the Doctor's own station
and this very Hall we are meeting in is the work of his own
hands. But he wishes me to introduce him and in his own
house ‘his word is law, Brethren— Dr. Sims.

Dr. Bims:— Prevention of Malaria is the point desired,
It is not in air, water or bad smells, but is caused by a
species of mosquite. The bite from aninfected one can cause
fever in about four days, therefore a daily dose of quinine
(2--6 grains) should be taken, and as anaemin, sickness, angere,
chill, overwork, &e, tend to light up malarial fever, a double
dose of 8 graing should be taken every Sunday, and apurge
onge a month, Quinine never kills all the parasites in the

~ body, hence the ‘absolute necessity of this daily dose to keep
‘them killed down and preserved low in numberso that they

may be harmless in the body. If you only take quinine in
fever the parasites may be so increased in number as to
bring on pernicions or black water fevers. In treating fever

" in children never give less than 5 grains of quinine, and if the

fever is accompanied with-convulsions then give per rectum

I grains every 2 hours dissolved in a litile tartaric acidor

better, give the hydrochlorate or bisulphate.
The malarial parasite lives on blood and destroys -if -
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hence. the importance of the daily preventive dose of quinine
and often of iron to combat anaemia and consequent weakness.
Such clothing should be worn which prevents chill;
Fortuguese pattern top-boots should be put on for the
. evening, and gloves in travelling by night. Clothing should
be white, and rooms also painted white as the mosquito
avoids this colour. The mosquito net should have an ample
overlap of at least a yard, should trail a foot on the floor,
and be of white material such as white lino lining which
i8 cheap and strong. - .

Natives are always infested with the parasite, and

therefors should sleep, removed, if possible 1/, mile, from your

house. They are a great danger to you. Steamers- should

never be tied up in prass neara native village. No marshes,
standing water, . puddles, or, bottles, tins, baths or canoes
containing water should be permitted near your .house. See
that there are nomosquitolarvae in your  water tanks. Put
your house a !/, mile back from any rviveror collection of
water. Remove all grass from water in front of your riverine
stations.

Keep as few things as possible in your bed room for
gnats to hide behind, and nothing whatever under the bed.
Open doors and windows by day for light and wind to
chase them away.

At the close of the lecture all the hrethren were desirous
of an opportunity of thanking the. Doctor for the valuable
instruction contained in his paper and for the explicit way
he had demonstrated his subject, as wellas for the practical
hints given incidentally concerning building-sites, bedroom
protections and clothing, There were some things the Doctor
advisedus to wear which he does not wear himself— as an
enterprising citizen of the West discovered for us. He also
extolled the benefits of a sort of Portuguese top-boot, which
is obtainable from J. Holmes, 20 8t. Paul’s Road, Northampton,
I wondered, too, what lucky Firm got all the orders for

i
i
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Liguor: ferri: acetatis, or whether the thirty note books in
which that magic name was inscribed are all lost]
From some things he said the Doctor seemed uncertain

‘whether ‘the Physician’s art was even yet thoroughly purged

from mediaeval magics, fanatical fetishism and, perhaps, nowhere -
so much as in the tropics is it so needful thats man should
learn. to know himself, and for each man to be a law unto
himself: :

A hearty vote of thanks to the Doctor was ‘passed
with acelamation and inreply he readily acceded toa request
that he would write out his lecture for it to beineluded in
the Report.

Tuesday, Jan, 21st.

Rev. G. Grenfell in the chair,

The General Secretary read letters from Rev. G, R.R.
Cameron of Wathen, Dr. Dye of Bolengi, Revs Pinnock
and Hooper of Zombo, H. R, Phillips of Matadi, and the
Secretary of the C. B. M. Standing Committee, expresiij

their inability to be presentand good wishes for the medtijigs.

Mr. Westcott of the Mission at Inkongo on the Sankuvu
also sent a letter, which, he said, was a copy of ofie -sent
to his brother, and in which he declined on pringiple, the
invitation to assist at the Conference. The following letter
to ‘the general conference was received from Mr. P, Greshoff,
the Director . of the Dutch Trading Company at Stanley
Pool. This letter was not without special value to the Mission-
avies at this time and it was decided to include it in the report.
Rev. Geo. Grenfell, . .
Chairman of the Greneral Missionary Conference,

"~ Leopoldville,
Dear Mr. Grenfell, : -
Would you kindly do me afavour as one of my oldest
Congo  friends? Please thank, in' my name, the United
Missionaries for thefriendship and help nearly every Society
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has given me during’those long years wehave worked together.

Next month I shall be returning home and probably
shall not coms back to' Africa again.

The meémory of the yeavs past and my relations with
the Missionaries will always be very dear tome, and T send
you all my hearty wishes for your personal wellbeing and
for the success of your work in which Ishall remain greatly
interested.

Believe me, always,

Dear, Mr. Grenfell,
very faithfully yours,
. (Signed) P. Greshoff.

By 10 votes out of 28 it was decided that the other

letters should not be published in full in the Report.

Station Work.
Rev. H. D. Oampbe]l Mr Chairman, there are four
great departments of missionary work: the first and chief,
of course; the evangelistic work, after which come
“prducational, llt.erary and medical. To these some might
dd seenlar work, but speakmg for myself, Mr Chairman
Imay spy, to begin wnth, there is no secular work— not purely
secular, Industrial training which is given mainly for the
purpose of getting trained labourers and skilled workmen, to
help in establishing a new station is not necessary afterwards
except to a very limited extent. Of course there is on our
Btations the usual cooking, repairing and such like work.
Except for that almost the only work on the station is
-school work, We. have very good schools and I may say
this about them, our boarders have no inducements to come
to us held out' to them except clothing and maintenance
‘while they remsin with us, Our work is mainly itineration
and evangeligation and oversight of our out-stations: labours
which admit of no idleness. One man is made Tesponsible
-for the transport zmd all station occupations, i. e, school
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work, housekeeping, and the necessary amount of bartering.
ANl the other missionaries devote their whole time to
evangelisation, For helping in this we have found our
school-trained boys very useful. We are advocates of the
policy that aims at making “Naiive préachers for natives”.
At preent we pay our native teachers with money which
comes from foreign sources.

We have not had to devote much time to language -

discoveries and the Iike because we have heen able to make
use of the -labours of other men and other societies, and

_our society especially desires on this occasion to express
. through me their gratitude for all such help and experience
so willingly put at their service, and parmcularly are we

indebted to the 8. M. S.

. Sims: At Matadi a very importatpart of the station
work is shepherding other people’s sheep—it is our duty
at this centre of trade and labour where so many people,
members of Churches, come from great distances to work

for months or years together. This is no unwelcome labour

but, on the other hand, weseek it as we desire to shepherd
properly all native Christians who come into our sphere.
These Christiang come from Churches of the 8, M. 8,
C. M A, A’B. M. T. and the B. M, 8,

- When it is known in your Church that certain of your
members are going to Matadi see that the Church furnishes
them with papers of membership. Recommend them to
seek out the Church at Matadi and to make themselves
known to the Missionary, Impress on them that it is their
duty and privilege to jein in all the protestant services
held- on or nesr the station where they happen to be, It
is peculiarly disappointing to find that while you and your
people have been worshipping God seme native Christians
of other Churches have. been sitting ab@ut Buch a note as
I have mentioned would indicate @ man’s right to }om in
Communion with us, : :
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Rev. 1. C. Vass: Roman Catholic institutions have
this rule. _
. Rev. J. Bell: So have we at Wathen.
. Rev. W. Sjcholm: And the 8. M. 8.
% Rev. J. Bell Mr, Chairman, the ultimate aim of all
“station work is the making of Christians and Christian
evangelists.

Our brother remarked that they pay their native evangelists.
Now I must say that to give -natives money from foreign
sources tends to excite their cupidity. They do not know
anything about the sacrifice of the Chrigtians at home
except from us, nor about the hard work and industry
with which this money is earned. They better understand
the value of their pay if they see it worked for.

Dr. Leslie: Mr. Chairman, I object to the charge of
cupidity being put upon native preachers; the -blacks know
well enough that the money spent on them is hard-earned
money: at least, the people at Mbanza Manteka do.

Rev. W. Sjoholm: And ours all the same,

Di. Leshie: Thereis the case of specifics such as individual
gifts, gifts from Christian Endeavour Societies, Sunday Schools,
ete. for special objects— sey for supporting an. evangelistor
a teacher. I suppose these ave appropriated to the purposes
for-which they are subscribed, atany rate, we donotrefuse to
accept thcm., They sre Mission mouey: they are foreign
funds, and we accept them for the very purpose of paying
native helpers, .

Rev. H. D. Campbell: I seea dangerin the acceptance
and use of specific gifts; they may not be continuous: they
might even on occasions be better applied. At any rate
as they are all Mission money they should be at the disposal
of the managers of the- Society. But we are talking about
the payment of nstive helpers and, brethren, I beg you
to bear in mind that there are very few thiugs in this
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co-unt.ry about -which you can make hard and fast rules

at present.
Infantile Churches cannot afford to pay all the needful

. -evangelists. And it is the chronic condition of things that-

the work at a Station is beyond the powers of its staff of
white people. Shall we not provide our native assistants with

. food and clothing or the means to get it?

Rev. W. 8joholm: Certainly we shall. If there s’ not-

. money enough in the native Church we will use whatever
i* -money is offered us, local or foreign, at the same time

keeping in mind the aim of getting the native Church to

o fully support all the native Kvangelists 'as soon "as
- possible. We have found it towork very well so far.

I cannetsay that Lagreswith our brother that industrial
training is-not a necessary part of Mission work. He has
been good enough ito say some kind things about our

© printing work: that necessitated some industrial (raining.

We want our people to live under improved conditions

“. and we must train them for it. We want themalso to support
their own Pastors and Evangelists. We mu.t train them to

supply the increasing demand for labour® and so to earn

. honestly the neediul money.

The Chairman: We have already entered upon a diaéus_sion

 of the néxt subject on the list: — INDUSTRIAL TRAINING.

Rev. W. H. Bentley: Mr Chairman and Brethren, at

. stations like Wathen the time wust arrive sooner or lafer

when training in industry becomes anecessity. Our beysare
educated in an elementary way and turned out without any’

- knowledge of & handicraft of any kind. Some. of them have
" no families to go to and nwust get a living in some way. It
“ .- would be a great advantags if we had industrial men on such
- “gtations. The State have enabled us to try ploughing and
. .some of the boys have become very successful in managing
the cattle. The anthorities are hoping to establish a cattle waggon
“service on someof the main routes. There are many more
" ugeful occupations such as carpentry andsmithing for making
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things for native use, It is a great sorrow to see intelligent
natives lounging about with nothing to do. A knowledge of
carpentry would be extremely useful but I cannot take ‘it
up, neither can the other brethren on our station, and we
foel it would be a very good thingif we had a man who
could, Everywhere it is found that the natives are teking
to the work taught them at the Mission BStations, i e
building brick houses, ete. The labours of our: brethren
Roger and Bims are bearing fruit which we at Wathen are

now reaping. There we have a great demand and sale for

bricks, There is now, and there will be more so in the
. future, work and money for any native that has a trade at
his finger ends.

Much might also be said about the moral effect of -

industry, the turning of vicious forces into nseful channels;
the restraining of the mind from evil imaginations, and
training ~ perseverance. ‘ :
Rev. G. Grenfell: The Lovedale and Basel Missions
emphssize the advantages of industrial mission work.
Rev. Broome P. Smith: The Missions on the Coast
make some excellent carpentersin their schools for technical
training. Many a good man amongst them was formerly a

slave, and some of them from hearts full of gratitude; fo .

the agencies that have freed them and trained them and
made men of them, give liberally to Gospel work. Just
before I came away to this Conference one of them gave
me 8 guinea, which he had saved out of his earnings, for
the Bible Society. About the same fime five others gave
me money, too, from their wages.

Df. Sims: I have lad, as’ you know, a certain amount
of expétience in industrial mission work and I believe.in
5 But there are conditions without- which success is impossible.
Tndustrial training must be the work of a special man aid
that speeial man’s one special work. A one ’0ss shay sort
of ‘station cannot undertake - it, neither can a station with
two Missionaries. It must be carried on. by men untrammelled
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by other duties—unattached to other departments of work:

they must have this work and its responsibilities as their
own.
Neither can one man be teacher of all branches of
the industrial work, else when he goes the loss is too
widely felt-—too many results vanish and failure is closely
followed by total cessation of the good work begun.

Trained Coast-men might be got to he over each
department and a white man over all. This would be too
large and too expensive to be mulfiplied. One for each
society, perhaps one for all societies ,would be all that could
be done, o

If it were established at a spot where there was a good

"demand for the goods produced three “or four white med

might possibly be employed and taking it in turns to work
a mission somewhere else. Those whose turn it was to
be over the labour department would for the time being com-
fine themselves to that and not engage in evangelistic itin-
erating except in their turns. There would be the expense of

_putting up housges for these three or four men. Sad to say

there is nothing in industrial training that appeals to the
natives: as yet or that would be likely to induce them to
come, If it is possible to give this training it should be
limited to Christians. '

Rev. W. Sjsholm: Mr. Chairman, the plan propo.sed by

_ Dr. Sims is very attractive, but too large. Our Mission
. could never afford anything like that, but when it desiredto

set its Missionaries free from industial labourand so considered
it would be better to send out trained artizans from home,
One such man was appointed to each Station with this

"regulation, that no big machinery should be introduced, We
“have: no Coastmen:the white man does the training himself

and gets his own students and helpers. This plan works
well and will be continued. oo

The characteristic indolence of natives may be partly
e-to the climate and partly to generations of hereditary




i

64

influence but it is a great barrier. Christianity cannot very

well be carried on in this country apart frownindustry. Itis

necessary to give the natives new and practical ideas of
industry to enable them to honestly support the interests of
the-new community thatis being organised in their midst under
the influence-of the Gospel. But on Mission Stations this

work should be ona limited seale. Industrial training should -

be carried on by a practical man at each station in departments
of labour useful to natives. )
This practical man is not necessarily regarded by. our

Society as a Missionary even though he may, and ofteu does,

lend a belping hand in the evangelistic work.
. The labotr- spent by other Missinaries in training natives
in byick-making and in building has already begun to berr

fruit, In different parts of the Lower Congo one may meet .

with native -brick: houses very well made. I havs beard the
British Consul, -Mr Casement, speak of the benefits accrning
tosthe natives from such training, and he particularly mentioned
the brick houses near- Wathen. - o
. Rev. L.€. Vass: To mymind this' training has proved
to be of great benefit to the natives. The native houses are
improved in:construction. A trained native carpenter can
make a door for his' house which a leopard cannot push
through. Brick making is not only beneficial to the natives,
but: also-to the white people who need e house, store or
school 4o be built. T think that instead of a white artizan
at each station one Coamstman, with & number of natives
under: him, would suffice, Trades not useful to the natives
would * not” requive. trainers. Carpenters, builders, printers
ageistants, dispensary aggistants, tailors, coopers, soap-makers
and “agriculturists are uséful classes of men. '
Rev. E. V. Sjsblom: Mr. Chairman, we must lift up

-the people in every possible. way., We need native labour

and help, therefore, Iet us teach them the trades connected
with buildivg anc agricultuve. It is not necessary to make
a'station into dn.industral centre, norto put this work upon

G5 LA
‘£ .- man already fully occupied with the work of evangelisation.
4 It is betier to give it to & practical manm, because, suppos-
ing there ard-two collegemen at a station, equally educated,
if either of them takes up this work the ~physical strain
would be too much for him, and missionary labour and lite-
" rary work would overstrain the other man in another way. I
'do not think that a central Institution as at Lovedale
would be possible here asitcould not be made: to pay. There is
no locality in this country where a fair sale of the  products
coudld be ensured, ‘
. Rev. W. Sjoholm: Mr. Chairman, I beg tomake the propo-
sition: That this Conference recommends that Industrial training
should be carried on by a practical man at éach station in
- departments of work that are useful tothenatives as an approved
means of teaching them to become industrious and of putting
them in a position to obtain remuneration for labour.
Rev, 'W. Millman = seconded.
This propostion’ was agreed to unanimously.

' 'Transport Work at Stanley Pool.

Rev. W. Wilkes: Mr. Chairman and Brethren, I am,
as you. know, at present, doing the Transport work at
Teopoldville for all the Protestant Missionary. Societies
working on the Upper Congo,and as far as the C. B. M,
. is concerned, we are quite willing to continue to do se, for

" we are thoroughly convinced that by doing do we shall be
~ helping in a great saving of woney and men. The economy
- -of the plan is patent to all.. Although one man can easily
. manage todo all the work here for all the Societies, I would
advocate that if an amalgamation scheme is decided upon
W0 - men — one, at least, to be a married man—should be
appointed “to this place. The one could do the businéss
part of the work and theother could look ‘after the Spiritual
intérests of natives, Coastpeople and White peoplé employed

: ]
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by the State -and.;Tifading, Houges; Although, in addition
to the bpsiness part of the work, I have been able .fo

carry ‘on tegulay seryices and.have managed to do some.

visihg, 1 ‘regret that it has -not been possible for me:to
loinibre direct evangelistic work. '
- 7V Generally spegking the present arrangement i a
temiporary siid a tentafive one. The present occasion is a
‘very: ¥itiing opportunity for the Representatives of the various
Miisdions o

to 'the Fature, | :

““Rév’ L, . Vass: Mr. Chairman, once I was statiofed

here at Leopoldville as Transport Agent for our Soclety.
'T\ifé"g)tﬁer Missionaries, besides myself, were similarly engaged
for' other’ Sociéties at _the same time,. 5o there were. three
of us to ﬂgy__thgwyork of one. man,The:sitnation was. painful
to ‘s “all: three for it seemed so ridiculous, The waste of
tinie ‘and money was very annoying espedially  when at hoime
people: were . talking about, the great-expense of African
Misgions: T would most strenueusly .advocale a union of
all the Bocieties to keep twomen for this work. I eay two
to better ensure oue . being always there, Tt ~would bd a
great siving of wen, money and houseliold servants. Qur
Society has found-it better to put.our transport work in to
the hands of Mr; Wilkes, Indeed, at-the present time, if we
had :to do. it-etirselves .we should, I think, have to take a
man from preaching :the Gospel. T C

. Rev. W, Sjoholm: I :think, Mr Chairman, this is a

matter that can - be discussed by the up-river men alone.

The men.of the Societies “that do net use Leopoldville as

o transport station arenot required in- the consideration of
this question. There. sire some other matters on'the list that
we want to hear - about, ~

" “Rev. L. C. Vass: -Mr, Chairman, as different Societies

. have already spoken-it would he better if -a full and free

expression’ of opinion be given now.

Dr. Sims: Amalgamation in all transport work is advisable '

 gpenk  their opinion and. their wish with respect - '
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B for_all Stations up river or down river. Thereyjs a-principle: i.

involved in the discussion of either that cannot: be.. without- -
interest to.the other. Thave seen amalgamation most suceessfully::

* > ind economically carried out at Missions in Burmah and -at..
_Beyrout. Tam in favour of the application :of this. principle..

in Missionary printing establishments. also, and it might with:..

e sdvantage be: extended to-such things as Colleges—if tever..-
" .we have them. And I propose, Mr.m Chairmep, that this.:
. Coriference express itself.in favour of ammlgamating alltranspozt. .

‘work “whether by land:or gea. . . o ea vmleror s
" Rev. @ Grenfell: .Amalgamation in some. -departigents = '

of €longo Migsions is eminently desirable. .

‘Rev. H:'D. Campbell: It.is highl  dasizable ,-thaﬁ:'ﬁa".;

' get onrselves -intq line. with other Societies -and “fie]lds inv
other parts .of the world;:but T..agree. with: our brother Mr....
“Fjsholm -that as’some. of t16-brethren presentarenot corfnecteds..

-with, . Upper -Congo.stranspoit, work to. leave- this. subject and..-.
proceed.to subjects..of: mere general interest,.I propese:.. that ..
the further discussign:of this matter be recommended to. the

.. brethren concerned to morrow morning after we are gone. -+

Rev, W. R. Kirby seconded. Carried- wngnimously.

- * ! (The #bové- subject was' brought up again on Wednesday
-mornilig,-but for convenence for refefence thg' discussioh is
Ei'gported here.) S s :

Rev. G. H. Harber: With regard to this. - questig_xi of

: ﬁanspoft_ﬁork_pt Stanley Pool I.think that the home. commitiees ..
~should be asked to inform the Missionary ..in echayge at..

seopoldville when to expect Missionaries, Telographic communica-
jon. from the Coast to Stanley Pool is very uncertain.or that
voulc, perhaps, give the Missionary in charge ample time

oféhand fo ~ make all  necessary - -preparation. When the
nger- gets half way alorig hist two days’ railway jourhey -
father exasperating .to firid that the~ telégraph line is -
ken and that his «telegram “must go on tomorraw - by the -
rain heshimself poes by.” i v SR
. Rev. G. Grenfell: There would be no difficulty in
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. that respeot “ifthe home committees of the various Sbcletles
. woulld undertake to hold;themsaglves responsible for inforining the
L Mlssmnary in charge of transport-at Leopoldville of the probable

‘need. of accommodation for'a number -of their Missionariés .

by the mail preceding their departure from home. Indeed,in’ this

';matber the C. B. M., aL anyrate, are tather better off thai.

some of us, There is another point, Brethren, that ‘should

be clenrly undersiocd. The present arrangement is a per-

:sonal one hetwéen the different Sovietiesand Mr. Wilkes, There
was & gimilar arrangement 'when Mr. Morgan was here, -and
I.think we have all: reason to be thankful that there have

been two men in suecession &0 willing tp do our work for

~us. People who cone ‘ous for Societies -
Missioriaries and it needs a
such: people to- devote their. whole ‘time -to transport work,
and. special_.grace to -do itag their Mission work. Nevertheless,
our present
‘would hardly :think it,: but. experience -proves it to ‘be a-fact
. that seme few members :of our body are very difficult
to entertain. -

‘Rev. W. R. Klrby I should think such mdmduals
desorve to ‘havé o préparation

ought o b toll so,

comje out to be

‘Rev. J. W, Black: Mr, Chairman, the dlfflculmes cof .
entertaining at Leopoldville ‘may ‘be very-true ‘and ‘veal, bt

we  steamer’ captains ‘have no- vhoice, and 1 think that
station . entertainnient is . :about on'a ‘par with steamer
entertainment, - : N :

Rev. L. C. Vass: For the entertajnment of tthgh :

pagsengers I think one white man with a black assistant
- would manage all that would be requirzd at Ledpoldv:lle
" As paesérigera come su'alght on to Leopoldville they eould:
be entertained here pending the arrival of the dlfferent
river steamers, :

special -temperament to -enabls

‘method has no permanent element in it.  One

made for them, and they
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, .There js the B. M. 8. statioh at Kinshjssa with every
‘g._;-fac:hty for transport--pood stores, a special luggage siding,
.- ete; but toivork thetwo stationsiwo mén woild berequired.
" A christian man with the transgort work ds his spécial |
‘:-f,deparf:ment and a Missionary with his special qualifications”
47, and work could manage everything between them, and each-
" should be prepared to do the work of the other if, by any
'event, one should beteft alone, This does not clear away
'the difficulties of entertainment, but I uartamly lshmk'
inshaséa could be made an ideal transport station. .
" Rev. C. Williame: 1. think the. best thig we can do
is.to refer . the question to a committes of rbpresentﬁtives’
‘empowered to draw up. a scheme to tecommend honie. '
_ .Rev. G. Grenfelk I think we- might -ask the Society
. of: the C. B, M, if they-will- continue fo de the transport
‘for all, at present; and L think I may safely say that when
. the.. B..M: B.agent at Kinshasea returns he will be prepare(i
o ‘supply any help that may be needed.
~ - Rev, L. C. Vasgs: If that isa proposﬂ:ton, Mr. Chninhan, -
- ‘heg to second it. _
* Rev. J. Boll: T brg to propose un amendment — That
1is. Conference thank the, C. B, M. for past help and ack
“them if they would be willing to take the respons1bl]1ty of
_'sport. and eniertainment of Missionaries passing through
opoldville.,
“Rev.J. W. Black seconded. - Carried unammously
Rev. W. Wilkes: I thlnk I may safely say that oul
ty will be quite willing to comply with this request
Conférence.
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Questions’ re Industrial Ma;ti;ers.l o

AN Quéécion.’l._ ‘Do employees, as'a rule, -fliye ‘on the - 4

“mission premiges, or in-their own. villages?"

. Answer—— Asa _rulé. _emt:loyeés live_at ?thelr own .
homes if they arenot'at too great a distance from ‘them, as
at Matadi, where the . workdien are g?gera]ly" engaged from -

o8 distapos. .

Rewi- L. C. Vass: In a measure it is 6oinpulsdry by .
the, State regulations for wprkmen from a distance {0 dive .
..on t‘he' mission premises in order that the I;regs'ury may geb

the taxes imposed upon workmen)s dwellings,

Rev. &. Grénfell: T don’t exactly%ée_how brothér' :Va.ss
~makes $his'to be compulsory by law. It'is often compulsory

" froim -other causds: for instance, when we  began ~work at .

. Bolobo we ' could mot - get workufen  within' several days’

* journey and we had to employcosst men. Of "ooursethey:

lived on' the- station. ' Now, however;. We. are ‘able to geta

good number of men from near towns, and providing - houses’

for them on ¢ premises is’no longer necessary. .-

"Home, of the m'én‘_who ‘have come frqm’ a distance” have
‘had, at times, to.lodge in_the towns, at least in houges. not
on our own ground, and I have always felt it my. duty o
_declave such places, as they have been used:as workmen'’s

. hbuses, and we have paid for them..

. Dr. Sny‘d‘er: Lust night Dr. Sims advised that ati-‘-lqast
a quarter of a mile should be left between the white pepple’s

houses and the houses of the natives. That, in most casés,

" would mean that they would have to veside off the mission
premises. We should most certainly pay the tax on the
ground. oceupied by their -houses even though we did not
‘possess it. The difficulty of it is that these workmen’s houses
and their families would become the puclens of a new

scttlement over which we had no control and which would

kit

grow from an inflix of peoplein hard pressed rubber districts,

into conflict with traders. :

Question 2.— Is the establishment of colonies of bdys

" i ‘such happened to'be near, and thus,we should be brought

- and girls. on mission stations considered . worthy  of

rebommendation? Answer:- Under ‘certain cirenmstances

"Christinn colonies may be considered .adyisable.

-+ - By no means ‘should mission-trained boys anﬂ, girls be
allowed to forget that it is their dugy to form well-kept

- and well-directed communities and townships.

t- The missionaries themselves should not lese sight of
the opportunity this provides for them to give guidance to
their converts in establishing Christian®civilised e« nmunities,

‘Rev. G. Grenfell: A colony has :been established at

" Bolobo for a long time, At firstsit was comprised of

liberated slaves and refugees who had been with us =ome
tifue and had become Christians and wished to'settle down.
They were established in their holdings by the Governor of

- ,the State under promise to abjure slavery, polygamy, indecency,

fetishism, and the liquor trade, J
We have taught them the duties and offices of citizenship.

 Theoretically it might be expeoted thift such a colony ‘would

‘Jaek independence, but I must say, gndIthink I represent

_'the opinion of my brethren  at Boloho, their subserviency is

ndt very apparent. There may be different opinions as to
the measure of success attained to in this parlicular instance,
ebpecially as a source for providing uswith workmen, but I
feel sure the principle is a right one: I

" 7. Rev. T. Moody: We have a. colany, but we have moved

jt'a quarter of a mile from our houses.

. Rev. A. Billington: I havehad applications from native
jhristians desiring mv to take steps to make a colony on
ur: ground."or nearto it,but Ihave invariably sdvised such
stay in their towns and witness for christiaiity there
efore  their follows, S ‘
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. Rev. G.. Grenfell: Our colony was first for people
alveddy living on the station without homes elsewhere. -
Dr. Leslie: At Mbanza Manteka we discourage our
Christians from leaving their towns either to get ease from
taxds or to escape persecution from their own people— of
whiich ve have had’ many cases— or for any purpose whatever

except to carry the evangel to other towns. We have heard of

“Rice Christians.” “House Chris_tians”-are not less undesirable,
Rev, W. Wilkes: Mr Chairman, T have heard that on

the Upper Congo there are stations on which are maintained -

many: more boys than the needs of the stationwould seem

" to warrant, and ‘have wondered if such aplan bad. anyhing to

recommend . it, .
Rev. W.Millman: As Mr. Wilkes is hoping to visit the

"upriver stations soon it will be interesting to know if :
‘what he has heard turns out correct. At Yakusu there daily

attended our school an averdge of 80 boys.
' Thirty of these came from distant villages and lived

on the stations, the rest went home every day after school
hows. Out of the thirty my colleagne and I kept two as.

perzonal servants, therest went through thres hours industrial
training every day except Baturdays and Sundays, Ihave

visited most of the up-river stations of all the Societies,

and where they have many hboys ahout their methods are
on the whole very similar to ours. Ifwe had more than we

could employ we should demoralise them, and the Missionary -

himgelf would be the first to suffer if his boys and men
became lazy and dishonest. _

Dr. Sims: Talking about boarding schools T should like to
remork that- they should be for Christian children and for
the children of Christians only as they are a special kind
of school.- I visited several suck schools in China where
heathen children were not admitted. Boarding school training

‘was reserved for the converted and their children.

Dr. Snyder: There is a time-worn anecdote - not yet
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without its uses it seems, I refer to the one which- tells of
a fond parent declining to let achild enter the water until
it has learned to swim. One thinks of it when one hears
that children should not be admitted to our schoels until
they already know. Boarding schools aré centres for imparting
religious instruction along with other secondary and helpful
- teaching. : " L
At Luebo there have accumulated in our boarding school!
a number of orphans, refugees from slavery and. forsaken
children, and we are seeking to do the best for them, We
are fast nearing a time when steps toward forming & pative -
Christian settlement away from the station will have.to
" be taken, ' -

Rev. W.Sjsholm: Dr. Sims’ dictumof missidnary schools .
for the children of Christians is a good oné in some
respects where it applies, Certainly it is a very good aim
and goal for a school policy. But as has been pointed out
there are. incipient difficulties which make it imposiible for
a time to confine the boarding school to the children of
 Christians though afterwurds there may be more of them than e
can teach, Where there is a boarding -school s'up'erinténgl‘ed
- by a white man the students do most of the station work”
ahd, as matter of fact, they nearly all become ‘Christians..
And if they ave only won for the Lord if does. not
matter whether it is inside or outside ‘the school. I a
. boarding sehool boys can be received from far 4ff heailien
. . lowns, where there is no teaching at all, and after & few
years these bojs go hack as Christians to their - towns dnd
start schools, The gospel has enfered iany a town in
that way. From the boarding schools we, as a ruls, géi the,
. best candidates for our ftraining school. The boys in' the
* boarding school aught to be a chosen lot and theit number
" limited, not exeeding 50 or 80. T o
' . Rev. E. V. Sjsblom: Mr. Chairman, I think &chools
- should come after evangelising and. then there would be
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Ay

I plént.y of”(jliris\tiq.ns to he, eglueai';ed.‘ Prgaqﬁ the:Goﬁpel firat
then establish, schools for the "Christians that the “help in .

. gvangelising that we shall afterwards need can _come_from
thoge ‘whom we have 'trained. At first o mission boy i8
iajntuially prefeiréd as a servant by a trader beeanse of his

educetion or sechool knowledge. But when that boy eters

- the trader’s service, if he has not in him already giace to
. Keep him, he.may, and generally does, -take his ‘cue-from
--his itrading. master, and soon outstripping. ' the white man in
. . guile rapidly degenerates hecansehe was taught before he was

saved. This. generally brings evil reflections on inissions - and
missionaries a3 a .whole. : ) '

. Rev. J. Bell: Mr. Chairman, It seemé to me, that, .

- However carefnl we might be-in the ghoosing of suitable
“children 0 educate we shall not be infallible. - ’

e ‘ .

With all the care expendell in choosing suitable men

" §or & theological *training in - England we often  hear that

- . dome »-coix_lé“dl';t much’ wqfse.' than they went in, And if we

confine’ ourselves to Christian: children and ‘the children of .

_'Gh;jfsﬁab,a,,“_Eg'gliéhbxperienaq teaches us-to humbly expect
. fair" piopor : :

sfdg;éﬂ;ipggszyﬁysimﬂar affecting the results of establishinga
- coloy -ap Firsj. ) '

7best, ,t.ruééi?. and most delightful work— the
st laboupin the calling, Teaching un-christian children
notjﬂng like it. Oue must always:feel that the

’ mstrument one is_putting .into their hands 'is pot_certain t6 -
"be ‘a_blessing. We are warned by the case of ‘the, colleges ™

and schools pf India where education has become a weapon
_against Christianity. P ‘

“' Rev. T.; Moody: Can jbiiﬁ tell us, Mr. Chairman, if

" the State is doing anything in  the way of educating its
Cswbjeots?. |
= Rew G,“_Grenf,_el_l:'-Yea, to a lmited éxtent in Brussels;

on of prigs. T should not be surprised tofind-

egli'ef ‘Personally I find instructing . C‘Jlnfist.ian <

~ live.in polygamy.

]
H ¢
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'Singleé Ladies as African Missionaries:

Rev. L. C. Vass: Mr. Chairman, I think: that- home
committees and boards should be advised from the field to
send out single ladies. The society to which -1 belohg: has.
sent out coloured single- lady 'missionaries, v e
_ Lady missionaties ‘wield a big influence over- the social |
and home life of the. people. If the ‘work among “thé native
‘women be neglected there can-be np Chrisfian ‘wives. and
mothers; The Christian young men must thenmarry urconverted
women or not marry at-all :which, however,: natives don't
" helieve in. SR S S

I Chrisfian men marry evil wormen they genérally fall:

" - cerfainly they.do not 'make progress in the Christian- life.

"hen their former profession - seeind, like hypoerisy to all
“onlookers ‘and. brings-- disgrace on magy. e
Grent and wonderful successes on any part of the migsion’
fivld may not be due sitogether- to Work smong the ‘native
women, bit-they -ave strangely eontemporaneoys. The wives
_of the missionaries do their. utmost and do it ‘nobly and
well, but they are -handicapped: with: their own home ' work,
They labour as hard among the woméen as their husbands:
among the men with the result that ‘they usual - overwork
themselven, fall ill. and die of retire aud !are:lost to the
work. a R
x - Dr. Sims: We all Tecognise, the'diffieylties, ‘but . we can
none of us -be ignorant of the wopderful- “blessedness in
thé niinistry of women. In missionary work they. are indispensable.
To neglect the native women wpuld be the worst thing
we could do. It will not matter how ' much we train .the men™
if the women go .parading about in a paked condition and
Y . S R
_ ‘here are plenty of devoted women who could do- this
“work. Tt is dope in China, Tf the same rules for selecting -
_workers were adppted :.i}}i,_.coul'd..bqlﬁdi}é in this ‘country. The
women missionsries  thers bave - definite ideas of the: work
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theyhhive to- Qo bafore: théy eénter -upon it, and: then they
go and.do it. They have a department of work all their

own, and- not subject to nor diréeted by, the imen of the -

mission. - Séen on their stations’ they ' strike one as having

great. tact :and _wisdom: they - work “betéer- than anybody. It -

is- wonderful to see what useful occupations they teach the
 riative women: while lending’ théir minds through ‘the Gospel

truths. They -seem to be women of untainted devotion and

of -strong ‘mind - anid: purpege and that is the kind of women
required. The'secret of the success is their independence, I
never saw. the advice of nien- .aekéd in matters of the women’s
department,:.not even of men of the same mission and church..

. vin Burmah; too, the women missionaries had théir own -

séplirate quarters on the station and were separately respensible
for their own: branch of the work. '

" - On Congo there are no separite depariments of work:.

there are no separate accounts, Allis wrapped up-in the
work of the .man, and -the . ‘'woman, poor- creature, finally
becomes . responsible for nothing- “else but the cooking for
ker husband and the single men on the station.’ L
-, Bev. W. Wilkes: Is il not generally considered, Doctor,

that the: Asiatic. methods are not suitasble for Africa at

loast for, this part of it, ) :
+ Dr.'Bims: Those methods would suit splendidly if they
were- begun. :

- Rev. A, Billington: Might I ask whether, independency -
of nactioh is .nbsolute in the cases he has ‘mentioned: for .
instance, say, -in présentify converts for baptism would he -

not . suggest; some. dependency- upon .the senior missionary of
£he. local -Ghurch: or station? o S

{ . Di.-Bims: That is not at all compulsory, The lady.
imigsionsry. is subject to the Church and presents the requests
of:-pbnvérts for baptism to the Chutch and not fo any one
min, These. women . know liow ‘to mianage; indeed, they are
selectad for. that quality, - .

1o Rew H. P, Campbell; I think that for- the work of

i
R T )

‘transport the ladies generally would be - only to. glad to-
have men to depend-on, That would net. be one of . their
special departments I expect, : Pl e
Rev, J. Bell: Mr. Chairman, I must say - that Toam:
decidedly in favour of women missionaries.being . sent.oyt-.to
engage in the sphere.of work that is.waiting for ‘them; but’
they ought not to ‘be sent out to this «country- singly:nor
have to work in ofes. Their work shotld be organized .on
zenana methods, with, of course, the necessary -modifications.
They should. be well- aequainted with and specially. qaalified
for their own deparfments of .work. S e e
Rev. A, H. Nyg: Mr. Chairman, 1 fully- -Agrea:. with
the sentiments of praise and honour to the ladies.and their
work expressed by the other speakers, The -engagement .of
ladies as missionaries seems mnecessary . and ‘looks ge . if it
ought to be very successful. Bub in real practice on .Congo
the subjeet is found to he full of unforseen . difficulties,
Fivst: ‘As nativep, .are, we are sl cognisant, of the
construction they ‘woyld pit on appesrances whers,. say. one
or two men and sevéral women live' and work .on ;the same
‘station. R T s
, Second: In our present state of. ‘knowledge of tropical =
sicknesses it is obvipus that single -ladies can - aiijy the -
employed in twos: and.  threes .entailing all 'the’ difficulties
of maintenance of ailarge staff. B T
Third; Suitable ‘houses’ and separdte ~ depaftrjental
buildings eanmot be 'fired or "bought in this country ‘s in
India or-China, so that increasibg - the :staff of ladies ‘njeans -
#lso increasing the gtaff of men to construct the -necegsary
‘building accommodation "and the difficnlties .of maintenaoe - *
are sugmented. - ;. : S R
Rev. W. H. Beptley: There is -another --aspeet’ from °
‘which we might congider. this: question, H the :allowaheoe is

“based on-the cbst. of living, allowances for men, and--wemen

will 'he equal. From' this point of view. :there : could she sio
financial economy . in sending out one.iather. .that sthe; other
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o
.and if; 4 choice bad to:be made -men would. be inrqﬂ?rrefim
at.‘prégent .ds being mbreé. generally uséful,__tﬁt’_)f‘l'.l:g]::g'it"v-‘llilpgt P
very differerit’ after a time with the development of“speq:gl )
" departments. ' ' -

. ““3Rev.”W. Sjiholm! Our -society las a nimber of ‘single
idies and ouir - experience  léads us to continde on the same
lines’ ‘There is .a difference’  in the allowance: I{ﬂl'd. to .
the two Hexes. Our sdgipty: has no troubles appertaining to
the. enghgement. cf ladigs that. it might not have with men
also, - I+think' thereé -would- bie - trouble, however, if .they had "
spé‘c‘{iﬁl-departmenté'. Tt would, at‘leagt,;dquiinlq%ytl%e- macl;u:lery '
'(')f’i;he. mission ::and ,thg-‘risks‘lgﬂsp,f c S
1, Whatever ‘tz],iéf.\fui‘.\lr"é-f"iﬁay “have in,store for ‘us this is ;
ithevday+of - smiall tthings: Bven-ithe small things should be..
somplete: s - far:as théy :go,-and not one-sided. - - -
hnve ! 'marti and 'E;single;'-ladie's;, ‘_0_1'1'.1_1'.1095: 'statio‘nf;
and hey ‘6 “thé schodl’ and ‘nursing’ work ‘of . theil -statiofis...
“They vedlly do a ‘gdod ‘and . faithful  work concerning: which
T ‘ar proud “tH pay my tribute “of praise, S
" Xg far as the 8. M. S. is concerned -Ishould say -that -
wo find the engagement of single ladies advisable, and: more "
- espseially. ladies qualified to Jreop. schools and act as nurses.
T Rawi.d. W, Black:, It. has been said that it wouldnot -
be well torsend out single. lady. missionaries to work alone.
- The only difficulty I ever knew" of arose from the -facisﬂth&t i
there was not more than- one single lady at a’ place.
o ":v,. E.. V.. Bjob om: Mr. Chairman, b »
- single. ladies eut_the man on the, station gets additiopal wo.rkfr
that, takes time .from his evangelising, and, l_lowever's_pecla‘li o
their departments may be; they’ aré ‘always under thfg man
in .charge. of the: station. . o
. Rev, M D. :Campbell: ' of Conge
smissions. T think itds unwise: to send out single lady missionaries .
sunlédeWery: peculiarly- gifted “for - and éalled to. the. field.

-‘-~-Sewralif'sipgl&f::l_ad_i_es_ .located at: a station .may. engage, .

If we have tflol‘e ) o

‘In ztl.le’x -présent: state of Congo .,
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- presence, becomes .a honsehold drudge.

‘consider it advisable
“be sent out. .

""" Rev. T. Moody seconded. o - L
_The motion was voted upon “and lost. Qutof 31 present

.' 'vaoté'd for and 13 against the proposition. C e
... Rev. J. Bell: Mr.. Chairman, ‘1 beg  to propose that

i

_and that"there should be sent éertainly not, lesstkan two.
-who paid a graceful tribute tothe work of single ladies and

_to the nearestmission. station where thera. was another lady.
On the suggestion of the Rev. L. C. Vass.the proposer

the usehilness of single ladies as missionaries.
© . This-proposition- was agreed to*by 16. 3

- ~it, Number present. 31.: : : ) K -
" . . . . | . )

g Temperance Societies. - . ..
. -Rev. W. H. Béntley: Mr. Chairman,” At Wathen ' we

ot a rule of the Church' all our members are‘abstainers,

Continental society of“ The Blue - Cross” with national sections
n Switzerland, France, Germany, Belginm and bther countries.
We have affilated our

Y :

Belgian branch,

1 i

themselves in ,.good works but someone’s-wife, through their.

The amendment was—~seconded by the Rev.'B. J. Lower, «

and seconder agreéd to add-—The conference acknowledges -

" Rev. A, H. Nye: Chairman, I should like to puf. this «
* proposition before the conference--That pnder-existing
¢ircumstances, more especially in up-river work, we do nat
that " single lady ‘missionaries should - -

iy

onthese station where it is considered necessary that single .
Judies. should be sent none should be sent % work, singly -

_said that if of two one is left alone the other should move

L1

voted fi_g?aipét E

Drunkenness through palm-wine drinking is so - viry ‘common -
nd our people realise how very easy itis o fall'into exces: .
nd are keenly urgent about abstinence.’ There is i preat

“have a very successful temperance society. ‘Although’ iiii‘,ip B

_ Wathen temperance work « with the: "
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"T‘éﬁ:'p'éméé societios élave been ‘begun at the outposts with
their own pledge hoo . i bu

'il‘}liejr send I;n ‘agnimal summaries of numbers, deductions and
gains, Fifteen hundred natives have signed and are keeping
“the pledge. "Many ot yot church-members are very,
veiy’ eartest’ about’ thidswork, ) . .

Rev. W. Sjsholr: We also are doing .temperance wor

thongh we have nospecial Temperance Society. Fﬁverj.r convert.
“hag ‘to [;romis"e total abitinence from all alcoholic drinks asa

beverage, Whatever wé can do o utside the Chureh to work -

agaivet” this ‘flood af “five-water” we do, and I think
wehaveevery réason to take encoutgement from the fact that.
© “at- Matadi “last year the liquor sale did not amount. to more

‘than “one-third of that:for the previons yenr,

" Ddy-School Work. o
Questiohs sent to the Secretary. | '
' :Ti'me did!mofs;;}llhw discussion of these answers ko the
questions on ‘the agenda. The assistant‘_;.seeretary holds~
Xl']iiii'éé‘lflrespopsjble for the replies here given. O
' Question . 1:-What are the best methods of carrying on
elementary educational work? :

Answer:-- Those methods which best prepare a student

for further- education.: 'I,‘,l}e - other twe classes ‘c.af 'Eeduca‘ti‘on
generally reguired..in. mission- work are:- -

1. Continued edyoation :comprising elémentary science -

S U . ‘ticular instruetion
such. as hygieue and geography and more particu e
in sthe Pl’fgnciples of ‘Christian ethics. This. i8. necessary for
those destinedfo b leaders and  rulers among :the- patives,

<, -2. Specific edycution for training schoolmasters, pastors,

sligts, medical mén and professional ha-n-dieraftgmen.
%ﬁ%ﬁpﬁii}r of students for the . advanced classes depends
uponll the work of the elementary class. - : -
' When the native schools shall besome native governed

s and ‘mangging their own business.
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they will be * mamtairied by men from tlie “advinced class.
Therefore, as soon as ever it is practicable, " introduce native
teachers into the elementary schools to aid the missionary,
" At home it is recognized that none are so fit to take

Congo and yon regnite single lady missionaries, a matter already’
‘discussed. Native women as teachers are as Decessary as men,

From observation, I should say that to enumerate the
particular methods of elementary class work cslonlated to
produce  the best results would be to earn for mysalf the
sobtiquet of visionary if not-of revolutionist, A few gimple
tules may be ‘suggested. - ' i

L. Every class should kave its own. feacher atid no
. teacher more than one clags, - ‘ :

- should be reserved for the teachers’ instruction class, Set
‘00 work  that it s not your purpose to thoroughly and
-" promptly examine. By this means the tendency to ‘careless and
- “shéddy” work can be vradicated in childhood. '
3. Remember that from among  these children are to
come the future evangelists, pastors and futors and ‘they
shonld hé as perfect as you can make them. They. should

+ learn from us forbearance and patience and willing helpfulnegs:
toward the slow and weak. :

train your scholars to do the same, o
_ b. Obedience is a principle of Christianity. and should -
“be inculeated as such, e
... 6. Abstain from teaching too many suhjects in the
elementary school but have everything done well, Reading
and writing of the Seriptures, memorising the catechisi,’
notation and numeration (deciinal system). and musicai exereises
will' make quite work enotigh, T T

7. Train  your native belpers in’ the. art and practive:
of teaching, : - T

charge of the younger scholars as women. Apply this on-

© 8. The missionary should superintend. His esfticismsg -

4. Make punctuality part of your. own rel.igion; it‘,n'd:'-::’
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" Question 2. To what extent ia it practicable to employ
natives as teachers? + - oo =
Answer:—Every class in an elementary school should
have ite own pative teacher. ; ' :
Native teachers should unet be employed to an extent
that makes it difficult for the missionary to thoroughly
sapervise and carefully ex mine them at regular periods.
Each teacher should already have passed, in education,

every scholar.

" Question 3.— Should native teachers be paid ‘and to

what extent? Answer:— Yes, by his or “her employer.
Foreign -missionary societies are not generally considered
to be in the field to pive .uatives a general education as

such. One would be justified in declining to comply with .

the request of a chief of a township foi a school teacher
unless he bound himself to provide for his maintenance.
" The minimum rate of such waintenance - ghould be
fised by the missionaries or the autherities of the scheol
gsending out. the teacher and should epable him to live
decently and comfortably.

_ Question -4.~—How can we secure regular attendance of
pupils from the villages? P ‘

. Answer:— Labour to provide pleasureable work as, for
instance, musical .drill, to relieve the inevitable! drudgery of
assimilation. Assiduously cultivate the sympathy.of the parents.
Failure in school should never be mentioned outside.

Excellent papers shiould be made much of, oceasionally
hung on the school walls as examples, or the student
allowed to take thent home as trophies. ‘

Direct rewards for regular attendance seldom do permanent
good, a few prizes judiciously awarded for efficiency at regular
periodical examinations will do'more if the connection between
efficiency and regular attendance is made clear. '

Upon this question the following remarks of the Rev.
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‘Taws M. D. at the Fcumenical Missionary Conference
New York, 1900, are valuable, “You say you will start d
- seh ol and- the’ children will come and get a lesson. You
‘et a cl:a}ss pt boys before you and you begin by showin,
them “o” andl teaching them how to call it. Youtake anothe%
letter and apother and " another, but by then it is time to
._sbop fOITV that day. To-morrow you get your pupils aziin -and
_the_nexls day and perhaps the next,but they get tired and
they go howe and resta week. After this week’s Test perhaps
they will come back again for a few days, after which you
-?nll not see them again for o fortnight..This is the begin-
ing of the work, a sort of evolution of achool life. But this
s not all. Your pupils see that you “lpay‘ for - work and -
_they- goon come to tell you that this counting of letters is .
very ﬁard work and they wmeed their pay. So the boys
attending school each get a slip of paper and it was niarked
cach dayl. Then after a month those who had bren prea-etit
all the time were mrranged in rows; those who learned most
at-the top, and there was a distribution of prizes. The one
at the top of (he cluss got say, three ncedles, the next, two
-and- the- next ome, then ping and then things of smaller
val.lue.—F or regular attendance the teacher would give all
al.l_ke 4 tea=poonful of sult. The -result is good. Tt.is a hard
‘thing to raise a population the length. of ‘the alphabet.”

o 'Q.uest.itlm 5;— To what extent is religious’ instruction
given ig school? ' )
g Answer: -— Al instraction give  in the elémentary
sghools is religious instruction. The first half hovr after
‘the .opening ceremonies is, at all. missjon schools that have
: AITeLhuudera{ny notice, invarisbly devoted to a Bible lesson.
e reading and writing is from Scripture tra jons
| ihe readi ; _ ranslations
forics and - catechisthe e
Most stations h.ave ‘separate departments and olasses for
is_tl_'u.(}l_.:oq l‘n.speclal subjects, as_carpentry, arithmetic, men=
tion, medicine and hygiene and, as faras possible, the plan
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seems to be to restrict this extra ‘education to those who
have profited by the religious teaching of the day-school,
it being considered useless to impart such knowledge to
other than Christian men. Secular teaching may sharpen
the wits, but jmparts no principle «f riphteousness. It is
the fear of the Lord that is the beginning of wisdom and
it is that that is given first place in mission day-schools
along-with such education as supports and maintains it.

' Question 6.—Is the teaching of forcign languages
practicable? '

Auswer:i— The only foreign languages that could
be censidered in connection with this question are the
official languages of ‘the Congo Governments, viz, French
and. Portuguese, Unfortunately of tle large literary- stoves
for knowledge in these two languages much that is harmful
would fall in the way of a native that could read it. An
elementary colloguial inslruction might pérhaps be practicable
when either it was sought for by a Christian to enable
him to qualify for government service, or if . the terms
upon which the teachers are admilted to a district by its
government requive it. It is well known thai natives are
especially apt” in acquiring a spesking acquaintance with
‘other languages than  their own, and medifying them to,
their own mode ‘of ihonght -and order of expression. The
practicability depends upon the need and - the available supply.

Future Conference.

Rev. T. Moody:— My, Chairman, I begtomove that the
next conference be held in three years time. If we should
have another’ meeting in twelve months very nearly the
same missionaries would be the only ones who could
come, while if we put it off for three years we arelikel;to
* have a .more.. equalized representation,
g:!Affs Dg.(Simsgqch;lded, '
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* Rev. W. Sjsholm: I propose, as an amendment, “that
./the next conference be held in two years. ‘

: Rev. L. C. Vass: I beg to second the amendment
© that we meet again in two years. Development of eventsis
S0 very rapid in this country that by the end of, fwo yaars
thers will be many things requiring discussion. :On the other
hand one year wauld scarcely give us“time’ to ‘retirn and
Pput what we have ledrned here “into prdctice 'hefdte the
be ‘anncunced. Otherwise the holiday

smext meeting  would

and fellowship are very good. :

" that g,lev. J. Bell: If:beg. to propose another amendment;—

tha e next conference be held in twelve. months.

Rev. C. T, Williams “seconded. w O,
The second amendment was lost by one vbte, The first

amendment was carried. b

) It is agreed to.hold the next . (eneral Conference of

Congo  Missionaries in January 1904, - -

i
o

-~ . - Permanent ‘Committee.

On' the suggestion of Dr. Sims it was decided,that:the
legal -representatives of theSocieties should be H&Id tobea
- permanent committee to arrange the precise datefor the confe-
rence of 715?04, with -ve regard to distance and facilitied’ for
transport thither and for entertainment there, and to ‘copvene
the conference accordingly. - .. e I
. ""‘l'
-

The Report. -

:I‘he ‘Chairman: We have now to consider whether we shall
print & veport of this conference. ' - :
o Rev. W. Sjéholni:-Mr. Chuirnian, T think this our
first  general confercnee on {he Congo has - been " of

such blessing.and . value that if we by printing a_ brief
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feport of it can -spread: the blessing and tislp to those” whid -
were not present -we ought to - do - so. I think
#e: should be willing to print on our press at least so
many. copies that - we could supply each missionary with
& copy free. oo T : 8

" ‘Rey. H. D Campbel_l':lproposetothanl,i Mr, Sjoholm for

fhis kind offer but decline to have it done free, and pay at least
the cost price. This ws the opinion of the other missionaries.

. : ' D
- The.number of copies asked " for were a8 follows: —

A B.M U 100 AP C M. 100
. B. M. 8. 200. C. B. M. 100.

C. M. A g00. F.C. M. S 20

8. M. 8 100. ’

_The: general secretary was asked to apportion ‘the
expenses“of convening and of all incidentals.

7 Rev. J. Bell: Mr. Chairman, Itgives me great pleasure
to fise to' propose a_vote of our heartiest thanks to Mr.
Wilkes for sll he hss ‘borne and done to bring about
this" conference - .
Carried unanimously.

‘Rev. W. Wilkess Mr. Chairman and Brethren, T am -

happy: to have. received this expression, of your appreciation
‘and to have seen the conference in my time. I 'am sorry
“that I cannot look forward. to being with you,at the next.
v The-Chairman: We must look ahout for a suitable
successor.  Unfortunately brother Millman is stationed ‘at
too great a distance to 'undertake it. _ o
~ Rev. L. C. Vass: 1 propose. that we leave: the etection
bf - a  new . ‘secretary to the permanent committee.
‘I" propoge a vote of thanks to Mi. Millman. o
© Dr. Leslie seconded. Carried unanimously.
‘Rev. W. Miliman: I hope that when I have finished

and cerryil- to so successful au issue.
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work for ‘you, yon will not consider it ldss worthy of
» good “opinion. | T
Rev. J. Bell: T should like to suggest, if I may “be
wed to, that to ensure ‘even greater shccess at the
-eonference thé permanent committee should hdve: a
h programme sent ronnd some months before, and that
rtant papers should be iprinted and copies given to
representatives o day or two before the meetings,
- The conference then ' -unanimously tdecided - - 'to
ik the chairman and secretary to draw up’ and forward
'ts‘bgha_lfa letter to the missionaries unable to be present,
nveying to them & njessage of brotherly love andl good wishes.
Rev. H. D., Campbell; Brethren, A vote of thapks to
beloved Chairman, L
_ %1]18 vote was carried with acclamation. -
- /. 'The meeting then closed with prayer led vy R
E. T. Welles. ® proger lef by et
.. Note. The following question, though- on 'thet‘igenda
if P, ‘by .some means or other escaped discussion;—

" To what extent are young  people’s societies utilized
in mission work? ' . N S
It is to be feared that full advantage has not been
et of the Y: P. 8. C. E. idea, but in the Wathen
port for 1901 is the following passage: — “A Clizistian
idenvour Society hus heen rarried on oo the station and,
are seldom less than 100 present, They are very interesting
ngs. and are adapted to our needs, life and hopes.”
nd in“the Luebo report: “Wemust give thanksgiving for ‘the
ereased number of native Christians who have shown a
ea desire: to labour among their own peopléin asystematic
ay. A Christian -Endeavour Society organized by Mrs:
nyder .I:_;e__fore her , departure has proved very helpful in
ystematizing the work of the young people and i, must-
e remembered that the great majorify of the helpershere

¥ yotng “people.””




